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P u b l i c  C h a r t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l   

INVOLVED FAMILIES HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
Secondary education students believe that they can do better at school 
if they know that their families are interested in their schoolwork and 
expect them to succeed, thus challenging the prevalent view that ado-
lescents do not want their parents involved at all. (Harvard Family Re-
search Project, 2004) 
 
 

2427 Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave SE, Washington, DC 20020  p. 202-563-6862 f. 202-563-6946 www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org  

6309  

Family  
Advocate 

 In This Issue… 

 

Welcome Back 

In The Classroom… 

Programs 

College Corner 

Athletics 

Contact List  

Upcoming Events 
 On Friday, November 15th, The Go-

Go Symphony played a special performance at 

TMA! The Go-Go Symphony is an ensemble of 

musicians from the DC area looking to pro-

mote interest in Go-Go and orchestral music 

by fusing the two together.  

 The group plays many instruments in-

cluding, tuba and keyboards, oboe and electric 

guitar, saxophones and timpani. Mr. Van Si-

clen composed two pieces for the Go-Go 

Symphony, one of which had it’s world premi-

ere at TMA! TMA students filled the gym after 

school on Friday for the performance. The 

TMA band opened the show with R&B, Pop, 

and Go-Go hits. Students crowded near the 

stage to dance and support their friends in the 

band.  

 After a spectacular opening, the Go-Go 

Symphony performed. TMA students and staff 

enjoyed the music and unique sound of the Go-

Go Symphony! The Go-Go Symphony will be 

collaborating with the Capital Symphony on 

February 21st at the INTERSECTIONS Festival 

at the Atlas Performing Arts Center. We were 

excited to hear them and all the young musi-

cians display their talents at TMA! 
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In the Classroom 

Intro to Law and US History 

On November 7th, graphic novelist, Trevor Getz visit-

ed Mr. Carr’s Intro to Law and US Historv classes, 

to discuss his newest publication,  Abina, and the Im-

portant People.  Mr. Getz had just received an award 

from The Library of Congress and had some spare time in 

the day to share a few lessons with TMA students. In his 

presentation, he discussed the lack of voice and freedom 

that citizens in other countries have especially for wom-

en. Students were compelled by the story of Abina and 

her ordeal as relayed by Mr. Getz both in his explana-

tions and from the reading of excerpts from the novel. 

After the presentation, Mr. Getz provided each student 

with a copy of his book and personally autographed them 

for all of Mr. Carr’s students. 

Physical Education II 

In Mrs. Thompson’s Physical Education II classes, 

students have continued to participating in their semester

-long Presidential Physical Fitness Challenge. PE II students 

have pushed their physical fitness abilities to the limit 

through various activities including the sit and reach, one-

mile run, sit-ups, and shuttlecock run. Each time they rec-

orded their scores in their fitness journals and compared 

it to previous performances. They will complete the chal-

lenge three times throughout the semester in order to 

pass the components of the physical fitness challenge. 

Pre-Calculus 

Students in Ms. Nguyen’s Pre-Calculus classes were 

building mini catapults using household objects.  In an-

cient time, catapults were machines that were used as 

weapons.  To explore and understand projectile motion, 

as an extension of the concept covered in Ms. Allison's 

Physics class, Ms. Nguyen’s students plan to launch 

grapes using their home-made catapults. In efforts of 

compiling data, students will measure the horizontal dis-

tance of the grape and how long it takes the grape to 

land on the ground.  Using their information, students 

will find the equation and graph the projectile motion of 

the grape.  
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In the Classroom 

Biology 

In Mrs. Culbreath’s Biology classes, students have 

been learning about the various properties of water. As 

part of their discussion, they discussed the attributes of 

pH with acids and bases. During a portion of the lesson, 

Mrs. Culbreath demonstrated what occurs when we in-

gest antacids in order to relieve heartburn.  

Students watched as vinegar and milk of magnesia were 

individually tested for their pH and then mixed to see 

what new compound would be created. Many hypothe-

sized as to what would occur but many were still sur-

prised to the pH approach 7 which meant that the previ-

ously acidic substance being measured was now close to 

“neutral”.  

Art I  

Recently, Mrs. Symonette shared the innovative work 

of renowned sculptor, Alexander Calder, with Art I stu-

dents. Students studied some of his most prominent 

works like Rouge Triumphant before they sketched out 

designs for their own mobile designs. As part of their  

planning, students critiqued their peers work for previ-

ously taught design elements and offered constructive 

criticism to their peers.  Their next step is to use com-

mon household items and student created materials to 

create their own mobiles which will be displayed in the 

building later this year. 

AP US Government and Politics 

On Wednesday, November 13th, the students in Mr. 

Rohal’s AP U.S. Government and Politics visited 

the U.S. Supreme Court and watched that day's session 

of oral argument. One of the cases they saw argued was 

about 4th Amendment Rights related to consensual 

searches. AP students will write their own opinions in 

the case as a portfolio project, and later compare their 

own reasoning with that of the Court when the actual 

opinion is released. Supreme Court advocate (and TMA 

board member) Kannon Shanmugam helped to coor-

dinate the trip visited Mr. Rohal’s class in advance to help 

prepare them for what they would see that day. 

Parental Involvement 

Please join us for the next TMA PTO Parent 

Workshop on  December 10th from 5:30—

6:30pm.  For this event, we will provide infor-

mation with regards to the upcoming Fall Portfolio 

presentations. We are happy to have Ms. Enrich, 

Ms. Lyons, Mr. Morean, and Mrs. Symonette 

to present . Parents will  observe a presentation, 

review a portfolio binder, and learning how par-

ents can assist in the process. For further infor-

mation please contact Ms. Laurel Horn at 

lhorn@tmapchs.org. 
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Programs 

Mentor Day 

Law Day 

On November 8th, TMA 9th grad-

ers attended the second Law Day of 

the year. The Law Day curriculum 

continued as our 9th graders engaged 

in activities focusing on discrimina-

tion. With the guidance of our part-

ner law firms, the 9th graders dis-

cussed lawful and unlawful discrimina-

tion through a variety of potential 

scenarios. Throughout the day, our 

students developed skills such as 

building an argument, supporting an 

opinion, and convincing with persua-

sion. The highlight of the day was the 

Talk Show activity, in which groups of 

students debated a potential discrimi-

nation scenario through a talk show 

venue.  It was entertaining, education-

al, and meaningful! 

Congratulations to the Best Dressed 

Lawyers of the second Law Day:   

Devin Gatewood, Marqese Har-

ris, Brianna Barnes, and Talia 

Ford! 

Congratulations to the Lawyers of the 

Day: Chabria Myers, Rachelle 

Denny, Tamia Jackson, Zaria 

Scott, Ayana Nwozo, Davion 

Woodson, Tierra Thomas, Tyju-

an Hogan, Aaron Martin, Chymia 

Long, Tatiana Crump, Ja’Von 

Barnes ,  Jhayda Johnson , 

KeAndre Ervin, Benjamin 

Sampson, and India Evans! 

 

 

 

On November 16th, TMA mentors 

and mentees traveled to the Newseum 

for the second mentor day of the 

year.  Mentors and Mentees explored 

1963 exhibits and learned more about 

the Civil Rights Movement and the 

50th Anniversary of the March On 

Washington. Mentors and mentees 

traveled around the museum togeth-

er, exploring each exhibit and learning 

together. Some of the highlights in-

cluded the Pulitzer Prize Photograph 

Gallery, the NBC News Interactive 

Newsroom, and the  Ethical Dilem-

mas exhibit. Mentors and mentees 

also enjoyed a delicious lunch at the 

Newseum Café! On November 15th, 

TMA students hit the voting booths 

for the Student Government election! 

Students chose their President, Vice 

President, and 2 representatives for 

each grade level.  

President: Markel Lucas 

Vice President: Joey Adams 

12th Grade Representatives:  Kadeejah 

Johnson, Der’Shay Lane 

11th Grade Representatives: Anthonya 

James, Jemiah Brown 

10th Grade Representatives: Rose Bow-

ers, Larnell Chase 

9th Grade Representatives: Jasia Foun-

tain, Davion Woodson  

Class of 2017 Best Dressed Lawyers: D. Gatewood, 

M. Harris, T. Ford, B. Barnes (clockwise) 

Student Government Top: Mentor C. Caleb and mentee  B. Morrow 15’ 

Bottom: Mentee R. Twitty 15’ and mentor D. Johnson 
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Programs 

 

 

 

 

NACAC College Fair 

Recently, Thurgood Marshall Academy sen-

iors boarded the bus and headed for to-

wards the convention center for the annual 

college fair. During the fair, different colleges 

and universities around the country set up 

booths and waited for excited seniors to 

learn about their school. The TMA seniors 

had a great time at the fair visiting their fa-

vorite schools and learning about new ones. 

Attending the fair kicked the application pro-

cess into full gear for the Class of 2014.  

After School Clubs Update 

Debate Club 

On November 9th, The TMA Debate Team had its first 

competition of the year. This competition was especially 

noteworthy, because the team made a transfer to Public 

Forum debate, a new, more advanced, style of debate. 

Thurgood Marshall’s debate team went up against many 

tough high school debate teams from across DC and Mary-

land. At the end of the competition, three speakers were 

recognized for their outstanding effort, Cer’cia Wallace, 

Anthonya James, and Keneon Williams. In addition, the 

team of Sydni Foshee and Eric Izzard lead TMA, as they 

were able to win two matches.  

Drama Club 

The Drama Club has been busy working and developing 

improvisation and acting skills. They are proud to announce 

that the show this year will be a version of James and the Giant 

Peach performed at The Anacostia Playhouse the week of 

March 17th, exact dates to be announced! This will be an 

exciting show! Drama club hopes the play will provide some 

theater education for younger primary school audiences! 

College Corner 

Delaware State University 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Davonni Davis 

Lafayette Green 

Darrick Fleming 

Diamond Herring 

Darnell Hudson 

Daysha Matthews 

Marcelus Newell 

Alexus Oparah 

Tania Tribble 

 

Trinity Washington University 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Tanazia Matthews 

Alexus Oparah 

Reah Simms 

Ahnaste Summers 

Tania Tribble 

 

Fayetteville State University 

Seker Anderson 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Alexus Oparah 

Tania Tribble 

On-Site Admits 
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Athletics 

The search is on! On November 20th, the Pro-

grams Department will host its TMA Mascot 

search. Students from all grade levels are invited to 

try out to be the  next TMA Warrior! Students 

will have to demonstrate TMA spirit, energy, and 

great moves. The Warrior mascot will attend 

sporting events and pep rallies to help ignite TMA 

school spirit and school pride! 

TMA students show off their school spirit! 

Basketball Update 
 

After a week of tryouts, the Thurgood Marshall Academy 

Girls Varsity, Boys Junior Varsity, and Boys Varsity basket-

ball teams have been selected!  Practices are now in full 

swing as the teams prepare for their first games. The sea-

son will commence with a boy’s game against Washington 

Metropolitan on December 3rd.  TMA’s Homecoming will 

be on December 6th when the Girls will open their sea-

son at  4:30pm and the Boys at 6:00.pm  

 

Our Girls Basketball will play in a tournament at Sidwell 

Friends School on December 7th. Please be sure to come 

out and support by showing your Warrior pride as we 

cheer our ladies on. Finally, TMA will also be hosting its 

annual Alumni Basketball game on December 18th! 

 

Come Out and Support Our Teams!  

GO WARRIORS!! 

Indoor Track Update 
 

The TMA Indoor Track Team has been selected! 

The team has begun practicing to prepare for 

the various track meets they will compete in 

throughout the DMV area. 
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Important Contact Information 

TMA Main Number: 202-563-6862 

Security: x116 

MPD School Resource Officer (Officer Tracie Cannon): 

x147 

School Nurse (Ms. Yvonne): x109 

Attendance (Ms. Short): x204 

Dean Garcia (9th grade): x174 

Dean Somerville (10th grade): x161 

Dean Stewart (11th & 12th grades): x121 

Director of Programs (Mr. Corcoran) x 183 

Academic Director (Mr. Singh): x107 

Executive Director (Dr. Pardo) x124 

Does TMA have your e-mail address? 

If not, please e-mail Ms. Hutchinson at 

kporter@tmapchs.org so you can be added to our e-

mail list and receive important school information. In 

your e-mail, please make sure to include your stu-

dents’ name and grade level.  

Application Help Night 11/20 

Portfolio Project Due 11/26 

Thanksgiving Holiday 11/27-11/29 (No School)   

Spirit Week 12/2-12/6 

Homecoming 12/6 

SAT Test 12/7 

Mentor Day 12/7 

Law Firm Tutoring 12/10 

PTO Parent Workshop 12/10 

Application Help Night 12/11 

FAFSA Night 12/12 

ACT Panels 12/14 

Portfolio Presentations 12/18-12/20 

Winter Break  12/23-1/3 (No School) 

Classes Resume  1/6 

Law Firm Tutoring  1/7 

Benchmark Exams  1/9-1/10 

Mentor Day  1/11 

Midterms  1/14-1/17 

Half Days  1/16-1/17 

End of First Semester  1/17 

MLK Day (No School)  1/20 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  

Grades 9 & 10 HomeworkGrades 9 & 10 Homework  

Parents can now access all grade 9 and 10 homework online 

through TMA’s website. The homework will be updated 

weekly by Ms. Garcia and Mr. Somerville. To view the 

page, visit http://tma9thand10thgrade.blogspot.com/ or 

visit http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/

resources/r-parents.html and click the link for “9th and 10th 

Grade Homework.”  

Questions? Contact Ms. Garcia (mgarcia@tmapchs.org) or 

Mr. Somerville (msomerville@tmapchs.org).  

mailto:kporter@tmapchs.org
http://tma9thand10thgrade.blogspot.com/
http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/resources/r-parents.html
http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/resources/r-parents.html
mailto:sedwards@tmapchs.org
mailto:gmccullough@tmapchs.org

