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P u b l i c  C h a r t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l   

INVOLVED FAMILIES HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
Secondary education students believe that they can do better at school 
if they know that their families are interested in their schoolwork and 
expect them to succeed, thus challenging the prevalent view that ado-
lescents do not want their parents involved at all. (Harvard Family Re-
search Project, 2004) 
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On December 11th, TMA 

hosted a Portfolio Work 

Party! Over 100 people 

attended, including just 

over 40 parents. 100% of 

parents left saying that 

they had a better under-

standing of the portfolio 

process, and felt more en-

gaged in their student’s 

education.  Portfolio 

presentations took place 

the week of December 

16th. 9th, 10th, 11th, and 

12th graders came to 

school in professional 

dress to formally present 

their projects and goal 

work from first semester. 

Many parents came to 

watch their students pre-

sent. Overall, it was a huge 

success! For the first time 

ever, eleven 9th grade stu-

dents earned a 90% or 

better! Way to go fresh-

men! Now that Fall Portfo-

lio is over, students are 

beginning to prepare for 

Spring Portfolio. 

Fall Portfolio 
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In the Classroom 

Physics 

Ms. Allison’s Physics students mastered the con-

cepts of work and power through a recent lab. 

Students were required to measure their force in 

Newtons and their displacement in meters after 

climbing the steps. What the young scientists 

were surprised to learn was that they do no 

more work by running up the steps than walking 

up them because they maintain the same force 

and displacement. What is different is the power 

they exert because if the same amount of work is 

done in less time, then the power is greater. As 

such, most students exerted more power running 

up the steps compared to walking. 

 

Spanish 1 

Ms. Yaun’s Spanish 1 students prepared for their 

Midterm by participating in a student-led Socratic 

Seminar where they analyzed the Carnival of Bar-

ranquilla dances in a new light.  Students exam-

ined the Shakira “Hips Don’t Lie” video, which 

displays the three dances discussed in their Multi-

gente Project.  They proceeded to create their 

own higher order questions to interact with the 

text and video.  Students conducted their own 

Socratic Seminar, where they were encouraged 

to pose and respond to questions, build on the 

thoughts of others, paraphrase and quote the 

text to support their ideas, and challenge others’ 

ideas in a professional manner.  The Socratic 

method of teaching prepares students to think 

critically and participate in college level discus-

sions based on analysis and argumentation.  

AP Language (English 11) 

Ms. Flannery’s AP Language students complet-

ed their Teacher For A Day project in mid Janu-

ary. The students did very well collaborating both 

in and out of class, and the PowerPoint designs 

were animated. This marked the end of their unit 

studying the novel, Fast Food Nation. 
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In the Classroom 

 Music 

On January 27th, 19 students from Mr. Van Si-

clen’s Music Appreciation II were able to attend 

a concert at NPR to hear the Grammy award-

winning group, Ladysmith Black Mambazo sing. 

After the concert, they were able to ask the 

group questions. The South African all-male choir 

pays tribute to Nellie Shabalala, the late wife of 

Black Mambazo founder and leader Joseph Sha-

balala. Their songs feature their own voices 

alongside vocals of Nellie Shabalala recorded be-

fore her death.  

 

 

Virginia State Universi-

ty 

Joey Adams 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Dedric Dowing 

Darrick Fleming 

Malik Goins 

Diamond Herring 

Darnell Hudson 

Genelle James 

Marcelus Newell 

Tania Tribble 

Brianne Turner 

University of Maryland 

Eastern Shore 

Joey Adams 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Dedric Dowing 

Darrick Fleming 

Malik Goins 

Lafayette Green 

Genelle James 

Macelus Newell 

Tania Tribble 

Brianne Turner 

 

Capitol College 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Genelle James 

Tania Tribble 

 

Lincoln University 

Joey Adams 

Seker Anderson 

Donavan Blagmon 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Dedric Dowing 

Darrick Fleming 

Genelle James 

Marcelus Newell 

Tania Tribble 

 

Coppin State University 

Russell Baxter 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Cayla Harris 

Genelle James 

Marcelus Newell 

Alexus Oparah 

Tania Tribble 

 

Recent On-Site Admits 

College Corner 

Congratulations to Amber Hudson, Kavon Holley, 

and Joey Adams who received the POSSE scholar-

ship! POSSE is a full tuition scholarship to a selective four

-year college or university. Amber and Kavon were ac-

cepted to the University of Rochester and Joey was ac-

cepted to Sewanee University of the South. These three 

ladies worked incredibly hard through an intensive and 

competitive application and interview process!  
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Programs 

Mentor Day 

The January Mentor Day was 

spent at the Ft. Myer Military 

Base bowling Center. The at-

mosphere was filled with fun, 

laughter and healthy dose of 

smack talking as mentor and 

mentee pairs tried to outdo 

each other and have the high-

est score. Mentee Thomas 

Dabney quietly beat everyone 

with a high score of 178 in 

one game! With plenty of 

food, almost an entire bowling alley just for us and lots of 

laughter, Mentor Day was a great success!  

February Mentor Day will be held on Saturday, February 

8th! Mentors and mentees will see a special, private 

screening of the movie “Mandela: Long walk to free-

dom.” Breakfast and lunch will be provided.  

 

Celebrating our Roots 

Celebrating Our Roots is Thurgood Marshall Acade-

my’s annual Black History Month Program in which we 

showcase a new aspect of African and African-American 

culture through visual and performing art. Our goal is to 

educate our students and community using art, music, 

dance and spoken word in an exciting and interactive cul-

tural event. This year we 

will celebrate all things 

New Orleans, where we 

will take you on a journey 

that shares the origins of 

the rich history and cul-

tural influences of New 

Orleans, Louisiana. Join 

us on Saturday, February 

1st at TMA! 

OSSE Scholarship 

6 TMA students received OSSE Summer Scholar-

ships! They will receive a full ride to the summer pro-

grams at select universities. Congratulations Faith Hud-

son (Emory University), Anthonya James (Stanford 

Unviersity), Erica Kelly (Boston University), Carlos 

McKnight (University of Pennsylvania), Shaukeria 

Reese (Cornell University), and Daynna Steward 

(Duke University).   

 

Debate Team 

Special congratulations are in order for the amazing TMA 
debate team!  On December 14th, we hosted a tourna-
ment here at TMA, which brought in schools from all 
over DC and Maryland. With over 20 teams competing, 
we are pleased to report some exciting results: 

1st Place Sweepstakes Team (most amount of wins!) 

2nd Place Percentage Wins (wins:losses) 

6th Place Individual Speaker Award: Cer’cia Wallace 

1st Place Individual Speaker Award (top speaker of the 
tournament): Anthonya 
James 

1st Place Team (with an 
undefeated record): 
Cer’cia Wallace and An-
tonya James 

.  
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Athletics 

Basketball 

TMA warriors are already half way through the basket-

ball season playing PCSAA league teams! Coaches Cliff 

Bailey and Chuck Jones lead men’s basketball., coach-

es Chuck Jones and Christina Camps lead women’s 

basketball., and coach Jason Branch leads JV basketball.  

As of January 6th, men’s basketball has a record of 6:4. 

The next home game is on February 4th at 5:30 pm.  

Women’s basketball has a record of 4:5. The season is 

only half way through, and the lady warriors continue to 

show spirit, strength, and sportsmanship at each game. 

Their next home game is February 4th at 7pm. JV basket-

ball has a record of 1:4. In the second game of the sea-

son they proudly defeated KIPP! Their next home game 

is February 4th at 4:00 pm. Come out and support the 

Warriors! 

The Senior game will be celebrated on February 13th. All 

senior basketball players and their parents will be cele-

brated in a ceremony before the games and small recep-

tion to follow the games. 

On  December 18th,  TMA hosted the annual Alumni 

Game. This year the alumni won! It was wonderful to 

see so many alum in attendance.   

Indoor Track 

The indoor track season has begun! On January 25th, the 

indoor track attended the Woodward Relays Invitational 

on January 25th at Georgetown Prep School.  Events be-

gan at 8:30 am, and TMA students attended with energy 

and excitement! 

Our track team has also been invited to participate in 

the Penn Relays. The team practicing and arrangements 

are being made for our relay teams to participate in this 

event on April 24-26th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Opponent Location Men’s Women’s  JV 

February 4 National Collegiate Home 5:30 7:00 4:00 

February 6 Perry St. Prep Away 7:00 5:30 4:00 

February 11 Cesar Chavez Away 5:30 7:00 4:00 

February 13 Maya Angelou Home 7:00 5:30   

February 13 E.L. Haynes Home - - 4:00 

Look Ahead! 

February 7th,  marks the American Heart Association “ Go 
Red for Women” day.  The day strives to bring awareness and 

empower women to take charge of their heart health. Wear 

red to show your support of the cause of bringing an end to 

heart disease! 
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Important Contact Information 

TMA Main Number: 202-563-6862 

Security: x116 

MPD School Resource Officer (Officer Tracie Can-

non): x147 

School Nurse (Ms. Yvonne): x109 

Attendance (Ms. Short): x204 

Dean Bobo (9th grade): x136 

Dean Somerville (10th grade): x161 

Dean Stewart (11th & 12th grades): x121 

Director of Programs (Mr. Corcoran) x 183 

Director of Academic Support (Ms. Garcia) x174 

Academic Director (Ms. Williams): x201 

Executive Director (Dr. Pardo) x124 

Does TMA have your e-mail address? 

If not, please e-mail Ms. Hutchinson at kporter@tmapchs.org so you 

can be added to our e-mail list and receive important school infor-

mation. In your e-mail, please make sure to include your students’ 

name and grade level.  

Visit our website for upcoming events and information.  

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org 

Half Day 1/30 

Law Day  1/31 

Law Firm Tutoring  2/4 

ACT Test  2/8 

Mentor Day  2/8 

PTO Parent Workshop Tax Night  2/13 

President’s Day (No School) 2/17 

Law Day  2/21 

Benchmark Exams  2/27-2/28 

Sophomore/Junior Night  2/27 

 

 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  

Grades 9 & 10 HomeworkGrades 9 & 10 Homework  

Parents can now access all grade 9 and 10 homework online through TMA’s 

website. The homework will be updated weekly by  Mr. Somerville. To view 

the page, visit http://tma9thand10thgrade.blogspot.com/ or visit http://

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/resources/r-parents.html and click the 

link for “9th and 10th Grade Homework.”  

Questions? Contact Mr. Somerville (msomerville@tmapchs.org).  

 

TMA students visit the Supreme Court on a class field trip! 

mailto:kporter@tmapchs.org
http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/
http://tma9thand10thgrade.blogspot.com/
http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/resources/r-parents.html
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