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T h u rg o o d  M a r s h a l l  A c a d e m y  

P u b l i c  C h a r t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l   

INVOLVED FAMILIES HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
Secondary education students believe that they can do better at school 
if they know that their families are interested in their schoolwork and 
expect them to succeed, thus challenging the prevalent view that ado-
lescents do not want their parents involved at all. (Harvard Family Re-
search Project, 2004) 
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Upcoming Events 
On Saturday, February 1st 

TMA students, family, staff, 

and community members 

joined together for TMA’s 

annual “Celebrating Our 

Roots” celebration in honor 

of Black History Month. This 

year’s theme was Nawlins’ 

Style and it was a great suc-

cess! The celebration began 

with a Mardi Gras Parade 

around TMA. Students in Art 

I and Art II created brightly 

colored Nawlins’ style para-

sols. The TMA Band and 

members of the DuPont 

Brass Band helped lead the 

parade around the school, 

and led the audience in song 

back in the gym.  Inside the 

gym, art students displayed 

their artwork, including Indian 

Headdresses, and a “living 

sculpture.” Special guest, 

Janice the Griot, gave a 

captivating history of New 

Orleans, and narrated while 

students acted out a story. 

The TMA Dance Team and 

the The Star Makers 

Academy of Dance also 

performed. The show closed 

with a song and story about 

Louis Armstrong. 

“Celebrating Our Roots: 

Nawlins’ Style” was a huge 

success! Everyone enjoyed 

celebrating Black History 

Month through this entertain-

ing and exciting show. Thanks 

to Ms. Symonette and Mr. 

Van Siclen for organizing 

the wonderful event! 

 

Celebrating Our Roots: Nawlins’ Style 
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In the Classroom 

Science 

 
Mr. Morean’s Computer Applications I students 

are piloting a mini-flipped classroom. Students can get 

all resources through a Google drive so that students 

can work at their own pace to master content. During 

class, students sign-up for review specific topics that 

they have reviewed on their own. For those who opt 

not to sign-up for a specific topic,  Mr. Morean does 

check-ins on progress and understanding. Students take 

quizzes once they are prepared. They get a chance to 

retake the quiz after attending office hours for a better 

grade. 

 

Ms. Allison’s Physics students took their first lab 

practical exam which required them to not only master 

the concepts and principle related to the mechanics of 

fluids but also show lab skills to identify the density, 

buoyant force and why floating principles of different 

objects and solutions. 

 

In Ms. Culbreath’s Biology class, Biology Taboo gave 

students the opportunity to master vocabulary by play-

ing an adapted version of Taboo with biology vocabu-

lary. Students were eager to participate. Students have 

also had the opportunity to participate in the sweet 

side of Biology by simulating Mitosis with Twizzlers.  

 

Music 

 

In Mr. Van Siclen’s Advanced Music class, students 

have been writing songs, drawing inspiration from Na-

tive American music. Check out the following link be-

low to an animated song by seniors, Tamiya Hall and 

Marcelus Newell, The tune demonstrates their 

knowledge of blues lyrics and chord progressions: 

https://soundcloud.com/tmamusicdepartment/school-

test-blues 

Social Studies 

 
February was class election time in Ms. Lee’s US 

Government classes. A select group of students cam-

paigned, advertised and wrote speeches in order to 

serve as president of his/her respective class period.  

Students voted for their class President and the win-

ners of the election will be working to collectively sup-

port the growth of their classmates and will share in 

decision making such as the development of their up-

coming Portfolio project. Congratulations to Presidents 

Jamia Garris, Tamiya Hall and Leaunteen 

Barnes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Ahnaste Summers doing her soapbox speech during Ms. 

Lee’s Government class elections. 

 

Mr. Biederman’s AP US History students have 

been eagerly preparing for their Roaring Twenties 

Speakeasy presentations, where they will present in 

character as important figures during the 1920s. Stu-

dents will represent figures such as Albert Einstein, 

Langston Hughes and Charlie Chaplin.  The students 

are raving about this  

opportunity and simply think that it is the ‘bee’s knee’s” 

and a pretty ‘swell’ learning opportunity.  

 

    

Mr. Carr’s Introduction to Law students  have 

completed brochures that discuss the impact of 

the 4th, 5th and 6th Amendments on our current 

criminal justice system and the execution of jus-

tice for American citizens.  

 

Spanish  

 

   Ms. Campot’s Spanish II classes have been 

learning how to talk to a doctor, in Spanish, about 

their pain and symptoms. This month, classes will 

be starting their second Portfolio Project. Stu-

dents will write short stories in the style of Magi-

cal Realism or Surrealism. 

 

Mathematics 

 

     Students  in Mr. Dunnan’s Academic Work-

shop class just finished on a unit on polynomials 

and started their unit on quadratics at the end of 

February. Congratulations to 6th period who won 

the 1st homework challenge of the second semes-

ter and all won 5 extra credit points on their unit 

test.  

  

 Congratulations to Mr. Dunnan’s and Ms.  

 Papavizas’ Saturday Math students, many of 

whom are doing a phenomenal job. Attendance 

has increased and many students are working dili-

gently to improve their mathematical skills, as the 

weeks progress.    

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/tmamusicdepartment/school-test-blues
https://soundcloud.com/tmamusicdepartment/school-test-blues
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     Students  in Mr. Dunnan’s Academic Work-

shop class just finished on a unit on polynomials 

and started their unit on quadratics at the end of 

February. Congratulations to 6th period who won 

the 1st homework challenge of the second semes-
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 Congratulations to Mr. Dunnan’s and Ms.  

 Papavizas’ Saturday Math students, many of 

whom are doing a phenomenal job. Attendance 

has increased and many students are working dili-

gently to improve their mathematical skills, as the 
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Parental Involvement 

On Thursday, February 20th, parents at-

tended the Tax Night where representa-

tives from the Motley Fool came and 

helped parents prepare their taxes for 

free! 

 

On Thursday, February 25th,  Parents at-

tended Sophomore/Junior Parent College 

Night. 

 

In March, Parents will attend the TMA 

school play,  “James and the Giant Peach” 

on March 20th . 

10th grade Geometry students checking their mastery on DC-

CAS objectives.  

https://soundcloud.com/tmamusicdepartment/school-test-blues
https://soundcloud.com/tmamusicdepartment/school-test-blues
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Programs 

Mentor Day 

This February, students and mentors 

took a special trip to the movies. The 

group was treated to a very special, pri-

vate screening of the movie “Mandela: 

Long Walk to Freedom, a film based 

on South African President Nelson Man-

dela's autobiography. The film chronicles 

his early life, coming of age, education 

and 27 years in prison before becoming 

President and working to rebuild a coun-

try segregated by apartheid. The men-

tors, mentees, faculty and staff in attend-

ance received a wonderful history lesson 

on not only the life and times of Nelson 

Mandela, but also on South African apart-

heid. Mentors and mentees also learned 

about the role of Winnie Mandela and 

the work she did to help the movement 

of the South African people. This was a 

wonderful day of learning and bonding 

for students and mentors. 

 

March Mentor Day will be held on Satur-

day, March 22nd. During March Mentor 

day, mentors and mentees will head to 

the Capitol Area Food Bank for a fun and 

educational program designed specifically 

for the TMA Mentor Program. Mentors 

and mentees will receive a healthy cook-

ing lesson from a professional chef and 

tips for healthy eating. Students will also 

have the opportunity to earn community 

service hours by filling bags for the Food 

Bank. 

Law Day 

On February 21st, 9th grade students 

attended their fourth Law Day. Students 

travelled to local law firms to engage 

with legal skills. This month’s theme was 

Internet Privacy and Cyber-Bullying. A 

new Law Day lesson, students really en-

joyed and connected with the theme. 

Throughout the afternoon, students dis-

cussed internet privacy via their own so-

cial media and internet use. Students also 

had to argue and negotiate scenarios sur-

rounding cyber bullying. Overall it was a 

fantastic Law Day.  

Congratulations to the Lawyers of the 

Day:  

   Jalin McNeal, Deval Wilson, Kelsey 

Nicholson, Tiarra Stewart, Gregory 

Hamilton, Warren Jackson, Kirk 

Brooks, Davonna Freeman, Jeremiah 

Simms, Zaniyah Rose, Kianna Ross, 

Diamond Patrick, Amia Gordy, Jas-

mine Johnson, India Evans, and Dy-

mond Mattison. 

Congratulations to February’s Best 

Dressed students: 

Dwaine Robinson, Jack Bond, Amber 

Rucker, and Taylor Miles. 

Club Highlight 

This month, Ms. Nguyen introduced a 

new club to TMA. Yoga Club has now 

begun to meet every Friday. Yoga Club is 

many students’ first introduction to yoga! 

One senior said the hour long yoga class 

she attended was relaxing, and she felt 

calm about her classwork when it was 

over. Students spend the hour in Yoga 

Club learning yoga poses, doing breathing 

exercises, and receiving head massages. 

College Corner 

Congratulations to our seniors for their 

recent acceptance to college! 

James Mack: University of Maine 

Darrick Fleming: Morehouse College 

Amirah Fuller: Clark Atlanta University 

Antoine Fenwick: Washington College 

Malik Goins: West Virginia University 

Kadeejah Johnson: University of Vermont 

Marcelus Newell: Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-

versity 

Keenan Marbury: Livingstone College 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela
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Athletics 

Winter Sports 

We will honor all TMA athletes at a banquet in April. 

 

Basketball 

TMA Warrior Varsity Basketball teams made it to the 

first round of the PCSAA playoff games and were defeat-

ed by Maya Angelou, ending a successful basketball sea-

son. The basketball team will be graduating nine seniors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indoor Track 

Indoor Track took part in the Woodward Relays at 

Georgetown Prep in January. 

 

Spring Sports  

Spring season sports will begin on March 10th. Sports 

offered are:  Outdoor track,  Swim and Ultimate Fris-

bee.   

Check the TMA Athletic website for meet and game 

information for all Spring sports. 

 

Track and Field Schedule 

Spring 2014 

Meet Date Location 

H.D. Woodson 

Invitational 

April 13th, 9:00 

AM 

HD Woodson 

Mark Jenkins Re-

lays 

April 17th, 4:00 

PM 

Spingarn HS, DC 

Landon Invitation-

al 

May 1st, 3:00 PM Landon School, 

Bethesda 

27th Annual Kate 

Jenkins Invitational 

May 4th, 2:30 PM Sherwood High, 

Silver Spring, MD 

TMA Featured on Nick News 

TMA is proud to have been featured in a segment produced by Nick News entitled, ““Black, White, and Brown V. Board of 

Education: A Return to Segregated Schools?” The documentary focuses on equality in education throughout the nation. Aired 

on Tuesday, February 11th, the piece highlights the experiences of four Thurgood Marshall Academy students—sophomores 

Darrius Cook and Asia Boulware, and freshmen Phillonda Williams and Jeremiah Simms.  

Thurgood Marshall Academy was selected as an example of a nationally recognized high-performing school.   

GO WARRIORS! 
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Important Contact Information 

TMA Main Number: 202-563-6862 

Security: x116 

MPD School Resource Officer (Officer Tracie Cannon): 

x147 

School Nurse (Ms. Yvonne): x109 

Attendance (Ms. Short): x204 

Dean Bobo (9th grade): x136 

Dean Somerville (10th grade): x161 

Dean Stewart (11th & 12th grades): x121 

Director of Programs (Mr. Corcoran) x 183 

Director of Academic Support (Ms. Garcia) x174 

Academic Director (Ms. Williams): x201 

Executive Director (Dr. Pardo) x124 

Does TMA have your e-mail address? 

If not, please e-mail Ms. Hutchinson at kporter@tmapchs.org so you 

can be added to our e-mail list and receive important school infor-

mation. In your e-mail, please make sure to include your students’ 

name and grade level.  

Visit our website for upcoming events and information.  

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org 

Benchmark Exams  3/3-3/4 

Half Day  3/6 

SAT Test  3/8 

STEM Fair  3/11 

Law Firm Tutoring  3/11 

Law Day  3/14 

Law Firm Tutoring  3/11 

PTO Parent Workshop  3/19 

School Play  3/20 

Mentor Day  3/22 

Quarter 4 Begins  3/24 

Law Firm Tutoring  3/25 

DCCAS Exams 3/31-4/11 

Open House  4/10 

ACT Test  4/12 

Spring Break (No School) 4/14-4/21 

PTO Parent Workshop  4/23 

Mentor Day  4/26 

Law Firm Tutoring  4/29 
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