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P u b l i c  C h a r t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l   

INVOLVED FAMILIES HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
Secondary education students believe that they can do better at school 
if they know that their families are interested in their schoolwork and 
expect them to succeed, thus challenging the prevalent view that ado-
lescents do not want their parents involved at all. (Harvard Family Re-
search Project, 2004) 
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 On Thursday, October 24th, 

Thurgood Marshall Academy students filed 

into the gym for an assembly to celebrate 

their incredible academic achievement. Af-

ter a few speeches and many cheers, stu-

dents and staff discovered the true purpose 

of the assembly. The Milken Family 

Foundation presented TMA physics 

teacher, Kena Allison, with the Milken 

Educator Award. Ms. Allison was re-

warded $25,000 by the Foundation and was 

recognized for her excellence in teaching. 

 The award was a surprise to Ms. 

Allison, as it was to the rest of the staff and 

students at TMA. As she accepted the 

award, she thanked TMA students and staff, 

and passionately said, “I’ve been able to 

make choices in my life because of the edu-

cation that I was given, and that is what we 

want for you.” The Thurgood Marshall 

Academy community is proud and inspired 

by Ms. Allison’s recognition and work at 

TMA. Congratulations Ms. Allison! 
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In the Classroom 

World History II 

In Mrs. Walker’s World History II class students 

have been learning about The Berlin Conference of 1884 

and its historical significance to the  rise of Imperialism in 

Africa. Students were assigned specific European nations, 

researched their nation and learned about that country’s 

role in carving up Africa for European economic inter-

ests.  Later, students reenacted their interpretation of 

the Berlin Conference of 1884 using information that 

they synthesized based off of their classroom research.   

Health 

In Mr. Moore’s Health classes, students have begun 

learning about nutrition and its importance to maintaining 

a healthy lifestyle. They reviewed common food labels for 

popular food they have eaten including Martin’s chips and 

Top Pop soda.  Students were surprised about the sug-

gested serving size as many students saw them as too 

small and not filling. They learned for the first time what 

suggested serving sizes should look like and some even 

vowed to follow the recommendations instead of eating 

the entire package. 

Psychology 

Students in Ms. Lee’s Psychology class donned swim-

ming caps this past month to learn about the many parts 

of the brain and identify which portions of the human 

body were controlled by them.  In addition to labeling 

the brain, students were also tasked  with analyzing sce-

narios in which the brain was injured and had to subse-

quently identify on the swimming cap which portion of 

the brain was responsible for the given scenario. 

Music Appreciation I 

Mr. Van Siclen’s students entered the colorful world of 

jazz  this week as they learned about jazz pioneer Scott 

Joplin. Students listened to popular player piano record-

ings and learned how jazz evolved from work songs and 

the blues. 

Music I students also engaged in a mini-jam session to 

celebrate Halloween by learning to play Michael Jackson’s 

Thriller and Billie Jean on the synthesizers and the drums.  
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In the Classroom 

English 9 

Ms. Hall-D’Accordo’s English 9 students wrapped up 

the novel Of Mice and Men last week. One of the culmi-

nating activities for the class included learning about the 

various ways that an author uses characterization.   

Students identified John Steinbeck’s usage of characteriza-

tion in his novel through a variety of tasks. As they com-

pleted their activities, group members engaged in lively 

discussions where they used textual evidence to support 

their claims and assertions. 

Chemistry  

Recently, Ms. Enrich’s students placed themselves in 

the shoes of early scientists, like Dmitri Mendeleev, who 

helped to design the modern periodic table.  

 Chemistry students worked in small groups to 

categorize everyday household items  by their weight, 

color, shape, or function into their own periodic tables. 

They learned an appreciation for how difficult it was to 

organize the various known and unknown elements in 

the universe and gained a greater appreciation for the 

insight of these scientists more than 100 years ago.   

 

Parental Involvement 

Please join us for the next TMA PTO/Open 

House. The event will be held on Thursday, 

November 7th from 5:30—7:30pm, starting 

in the cafeteria.  For the PTO event, parents 

will receive the updated PTO Workshop calendar 

and learn more in formation about upcoming 

events at TMA. Afterwards, parents will be able 

to meet and dialogue with their student’s teachers 

about their academic progress.  If you would like 

further information regarding the PTO, please 

contact Sanjay Singh at ssingh@tmapchs.org 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Programs 

Mentor Day 

Law Day 

On October 11th TMA 9th graders 

attended the first Law Day of the 

year. The 9th grade class visited the 

firms of Hogan Lovells, Foley & 

Lardner, and Latham & Watkins, 

where they participated in the intro-

ductory part of our Law Day curricu-

lum. This month focused on the skills 

required for negotiation, which were 

highlighted in a series of activities led 

by the lawyers. The day offered an 

opportunity for the relationships be-

tween students and lawyers to form, 

as well as an opportunity for students 

to build a foundation of skills that 

they will use throughout the rest of 

the year. 

Congratulations to the Best 

Dressed Lawyers of the first Law 

Day:  Andre Miller, Charleah 

Collington, Kiana Ross, and 

Kevin Hawkins. 

Congratulations to the Lawyers of 

the Day: Oscar Alston, 

Copeland Barbee, Ja’Von 

Barnes, Jasmine Cephus, Jasia 

Fountain, Nathaniel Grier, 

Isaiah Hermans, Tyjuan Ho-

gan, Kierra Johnson, Jhadya 

Johnson, Mattie Jones, Andre 

Miller, Diamond Patrick, Am-

ber Rucker, Darryn Stewart, 

and Tierra Thomas! 
    

 

 

On October 19th, TMA mentors 

and mentees met for the first time 

this year at Thurgood Marshall Acad-

emy for Mentor Day. Students and 

mentors traveled through the “Holy 

Trail” as they explored the school 

through the students eyes with a very 

competitive scavenger hunt. Students 

and mentors especially enjoyed the 

Human Pyramid competition and 

hopscotch demonstration. The next 

activity was “Thrift Tank”, where 

pairs created an invention  

 

from recycled materials and present-

ed their invention to a panel of judg-

es. The winners were Anthonya 

James and Pia Winston for their 

Stop Timer Remote. The final activity 

was “Hold on We’re planning Mentor 

Day” where the teams gathered to 

create a mentor day. The winning 

group was The Red team with their 

plan of Laser Tag. Our next Mentor 

Day will be held on November 16th! 

We will be heading to the Newseum 

to check out the 1963 exhibit and 

learn more about the Civil Rights 

Movement and the 50th Anniversary 

of the March On Washington.  

 

Class of 2017 Best Dressed Winners: A. Miller, 

C. Collington, K.Ross, K. Hawkins (Clockwise) 

Mentee K. James and mentor K. Boehle-

Silva pose during Mentor Day! 
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Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School Clubs Update 

Green Club 

This month, The Green Club was harvesting produce 

from the TMA garden and hosting a farmer’s market on 

a weekly basis. Students could be found working the 

booth, learning how to write receipts, counting change 

and working on their business skills. Students also 

learned recipes to cook and prepare beautiful dishes 

with vegetables grown in the TMA garden! 

The Debate Club 

Debate club has been working very hard preparing for an 

upcoming tournament on November 9th. Members are 

excited to debate the pros and cons of a very thought pro-

voking topic: Unilateral military force by the United States is 

justified to prevent nuclear proliferation.  All students need 

to prepare arguments for and against the statement. Also 

look out for the second debate of the year, on        

December 14th and Thurgood Marshall Academy.  

Wilderness Club 

On October 19th, The Wilderness Club went on 

their first hike to Great Falls Park. The group took a 

minute of silence during the hike to reflect on the expe-

rience and the beauty of nature that surrounded them! 

Robotics Club 

On October 30th, The Robotics Club traveled to 

Stuart-Hobson Middle School, where Arnold 

Schwarzenegger was promoting after-school pro-

grams! Robotics ran a booth for the middle schoolers, 

instructing students on strategies to use mast last year’s 

robot task, “Ring It Up.”.  
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Seniors have been quite busy these last few months 

working towards college! On October 10th, the senior 

class hopped on the bus and head to Delaware State 

University for a college visit. They had a lot of fun and 

it got them excited about applying to colleges. Along 

with visiting Delaware State, many colleges and Univer-

sities have visited Thurgood Marshall Academy to in-

form seniors about their schools. The seniors have 

been active to gain as much knowledge about these 

schools before they start the application process.  

Along with visiting with colleges, the seniors are in the 

process of applying to college and have been hard at 

work writing their personal statements and resumes. 

On October 22nd, each senior met one on one with 

an adult to work through their personal statements. 

Soon they will start to apply to colleges! For the first 

time ever, TMA hosted the SAT test for the seniors on 

October 16th and we are anxiously awaiting to see 

how well they did!   

College Corner 

Scholarship Finalists 

Norfolk State University 

Donavan Blagmon 

Donnakia Cumberbatch 

Davonni Davis 

Dedric Dowing 

Kavon Holley 

Alexus Oparah 

Tania Tribble 

 

Cedar Crest College 

Tania Tribble 

POSSE 

Sekerkhi Ander-

son 

Amber Hudson 

Kavon Holley 

Antione Fenwick 

Joey Adams 

 

QuestBridge 

Stewart Gray 

 

On-Site Admits 

On-Site Admits allow students to receive immediate admis-

sion to certain colleges and universities. 

Visit to Bryn Mawr College 

In late September the Women’s College Co-

hort took a trip to Bryn Mawr College in 

Pennsylvania. They took part in overnight stays 

with current students, ate the campus food, 

toured the campus, attended a TMA specific in-

formation session, and each interviewed individu-

ally with an admissions officer. Brianne Turner 

especially enjoyed the visit! She reflected, “I got 

to see first hand the sense of community at an all 

women's college… You can form a sisterhood 

that can help you later in life when you look for 

jobs. Also the campus activities are more focused 

towards connecting students and building team-

work that will last for many years.” 

Ms. Horn and Ms. Enrich with the women’s college cohort at Bryn Mawr!  

Left to Right: J. Adams, K. Holley, N. Peacock, B. Turner, D. Jacobs, & T. Matthews (class 

of 2014)! 
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Athletics 

Fall Sports Pep Rally 

On October 29th, TMA students poured into the gym for the 

first Pep Rally of the year. Each student held a pompom, clapper, 

or foam finger to cheer with in the stands. Some seniors even 

made their own TMA 14’ signs! The Pep Rally included many 

cheers from the TMA cheerleaders, a performance from the 

dance team, and some words from coaches. Students who partic-

ipated in fall sports were introduced and applauded by the school 

for the hard work and dedication they put into Warrior Athletics 

this Fall! Students who both participate in athletics and maintain a 

high GPA were recognized and given a special certificates! The 

energy was high and students and staff showed their with TMA 

Warrior Pride!  

Flag Football 

The end of the Flag Football season has arrived. 

The team made it to the playoffs and finished 

with a 5-1-1 record! 

Volleyball 

The Lady Warrior Volleyball team finished the 

regular season with an 8-3 record, and ranked 

3rd in the league! 

Cross Country 

The Cross Country team ran in the DCSAA 

State Championship meet on Saturday,      

November 2nd ! 
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Important Contact Information 

TMA Main Number: 202-563-6862 

Security: x116 

MPD School Resource Officer (Officer Tracie Cannon): 

x147 

School Nurse (Ms. Yvonne): x109 

Attendance (Ms. Short): x204 

Dean Garcia (9th grade): x174 

Dean Somerville (10th grade): x161 

Dean Stewart (11th & 12th grades): x121 

Director of Programs (Mr. Corcoran) x 183 

Academic Director (Mr. Singh): x107 

Executive Director (Dr. Pardo) x124 

Does TMA have your e-mail address? 

If not, please e-mail Ms. Hutchinson at 

kporter@tmapchs.org so you can be added to our e-mail list 

and receive important school information. In your e-mail, 

please make sure to include your students’ name and grade 

level.  

Visit our website for upcoming events and information.  

Veterans’ Day 11/11 (No School) 

Law Firm Tutoring   11/12 

Benchmark Exams   11/13-11/14 

Mentor Day   11/16 

Law Firm Tutoring 11/19 

Application Help Night 11/20 

Portfolio Project Due 11/26 

Thanksgiving Holiday 11/27-11/29 (No School)   

Homecoming 12/6 

SAT Test 12/7 

Mentor Day 12/7 

Law Firm Tutoring 12/10 

Application Help Night 12/11 

FAFSA Night 12/12 

ACT Panels 12/14 

Portfolio Presentations 12/18-12/20 

Winter Break  12/23-1/3 (No School) 

 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  

Grades 9 & 10 HomeworkGrades 9 & 10 Homework  

Parents can now access all grade 9 and 10 homework 

online through TMA’s website. The homework will be up-

dated weekly by Ms. Garcia and Mr. Somerville. To view 

the page, visit http://tma9thand10thgrade.blogspot.com/ 

or visit http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/

resources/r-parents.html and click the link for “9th and 10th 

Grade Homework.”  

Questions? Contact Ms. Garcia (mgarcia@tmapchs.org) or 

Mr. Somerville (msomerville@tmapchs.org).  

mailto:kporter@tmapchs.org
http://tma9thand10thgrade.blogspot.com/
http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/resources/r-parents.html
http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/resources/r-parents.html
mailto:sedwards@tmapchs.org
mailto:gmccullough@tmapchs.org

