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P u b l i c  C h a r t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l   

INVOLVED FAMILIES HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
Secondary education students believe that they can do better at school 
if they know that their families are interested in their schoolwork and 
expect them to succeed, thus challenging the prevalent view that ado-
lescents do not want their parents involved at all. (Harvard Family Re-
search Project, 2004) 
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 As summer officially winds 

down and fall quickly approaches, it’s 

time to begin a new school year at 

Thurgood Marshall Academy PCHS! 

As we enter the 2013-14 school year, 

We are excited to welcome all the 

new faces from the Class of 2018 to 

TMA . They completed a successful 

and productive Sumer Prep Program 

in July where they learned various 

skills necessary for success in 9th 

grade and even participated in some 

law related activities with partnering 

TMA law firms. 

 Starting the year out on the 

right foot is really important at TMA. 

We would like to acknowledge the 

exceptional students who have accu-

mulated the most Merits thus far. 

Congratulations and keep up the 

strong start! Students with the top 

three highest totals were: 

Talia Ford , Class of ‘18 (9 merits) 

Tiera Thomas, Class of ‘18  (8 merits) 

Jeffrey Bassett,  Class of ‘18 (7 merits) 

Chabria Myers,  Class of ‘18 (7 merits) 

Maya Shaw, Class of ‘18 (7 merits) 

 Additionally, we would like to 

acknowledge a few accomplishments 

that we have achieved as we reflect on 

last year. TMA continued its tradition 

of 100% college acceptance for the 

Class of 2013 while amassing more 

than $4.2 million dollars in scholar-

ships and grants. TMA continues to be 

the highest open enrollment high 

school in the District of Columbia 

based on DC CAS scores including 

having one of the highest DC CAS 

math proficiency rate at 89%.  

 As a result of all the hard work 

from all of our students, faculty and 

staff, and the support from our par-

ents, Thurgood Marshall Academy was 

acknowledged as a “Rewards 

School” (highest distinction possible) 

under the new ESEA waiver. We  are 

all excited about a new school year 

and look forward to improving on the 

successes from years past. 

 

Starting Off On the Right Foot at TMA 
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In the Classroom 

English 9 

“Should America intervene and support 

disadvantaged countries in times of dis-

cord?” This is the question being 

asked of 9th grade English students in 

Ms. Hall-D’Accordo, Ms. Dalton,  

and Mrs. Aganga-Williams’ clas-

ses. Students read various articles 

offering different perspectives on the 

United States’ involvement in Syria. 

For each article, students determined 

the perspective, found and cited evi-

dence of the perspective, analyzed 

the limitations of the perspective, and 

then decided whether or not they 

agreed with the perspective. By the 

end of class, students were able to 

ask one another questions and engage 

in a lively discussions about the vari-

ous point of views unique to their 

readings.  

Environmental Science 

Student in Ms. Bond’s Environmen-

tal Science class were learning how to 

use the scientific method. Students 

separated into groups to begin their 

portfolio project.  Groups used Alka-

Seltzer tablets and water to test 

many variables to determine the 

speeds at which Alka-Seltzer dis-

solves. Some groups determined 

whether a half tablet or a whole tab-

let of Alka-Seltzer dissolved faster. 

Other groups determined whether a 

whole tablet of Alka-Seltzer dissolves 

faster in warm water or cold water, 

etc. The lesson started with each 

group making a hypothesis, or edu-

cated guess, about the outcome of 

their experiment. Next, the groups 

used the scientific method to test 

whether their hypotheses were cor-

rect. Students were able to do this by 

using several trials and analyzing 

graphs. Their experiments with Alka-

Seltzer and water helped them fur-

ther understand the scientific meth-

od. 

Computer Apps 1 

Mr. Morean’s Computer Apps I stu-

dents became the teacher for their 

peers as small student groups pre-

sented Powerpoint presentations on 

the hardware and software of the 

personal computer.  

Each group researched and presented 

on one of the following topics: Hard-

ware, Programming Language, Oper-

ating Systems, and Application Soft-

ware.  

While conducting their research, stu-

dents became the authority on their 

topic and were able to explain com-

plex and intricate terminology into 

more simpler concepts. Additionally, 

students utilized a variety of skills that 

they had been learning about in Pow-

erpoint to provide images and effec-

tive transitions between their seven 

slide presentation. 

 

Chemistry 
 

Ms. Enrich’s Chemistry students 

reproduced one of the most famous 

scientific  principles in history when 

they conducted Archimedes’ water 

displacement experiment.  

Students in class took unknown ob-

jects, weighed each carefully, and 

then placed them in graduated cylin-

ders to measure the water each ob-

ject displaced.  

As they measured the pre and post 

water volume, they were able to cal-

culate the object’s density and then 

compare that to known elements 

they had been studying. 
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In the Classroom 

Health 

Mr. Moore’s Health students have 

been studying the relationship be-

tween stress and illness recently. 

They have also been learning tech-

niques for how they can help identify 

and manage their own stress levels.   

During one lesson in particular, Mr. 

Moore introduced the class to aro-

matherapy and meditation while they 

listened to soothing nature-scape 

sounds. As students meditated, they 

were able to concentrate on their 

breathing and slow down the world 

around them. After the session, he 

required students to complete jour-

nal entries to document what they 

learned from their session as well as 

identify stressors in their lives.  

Spanish III 

Mrs. Covarrubias’s students 

learned about the Galapagos Islands 

and the unique animals and plants 

that live on the island in order to 

prepare for her legal skills-based Envi-

ronmental Public Service Announcement 

project. During the lesson, students 

learned specific vocabulary and 

learned how to conjugate a variety of 

verbs that they would need to create 

their PSA blogs.  

World History II 

Mrs. Walker’s World History II 

classes welcomed acclaimed graphic 

novel author Gene Yang to class on 

September 16th to discuss his new 

two volume graphic novel, Boxers 

and Saints.  The books detail the fa-

mous Boxer Rebellion that took 

place in China from 1899-1901when 

Christian European imperialists en-

tered China.  

Students learned how young Chinese 

boys helped lead a rebellion, similar 

to Joan of Arc in France (another fa-

mous character in his book), against a 

formidable opponent under what ap-

peared to be in surmountable odds.  

As part of Mr. Yang’s presentation, 

he  additionally discussed how he be-

gan reading comics and how his love 

of creating his own eventually lead to 

fulfilling his dream of getting pub-

lished as a graphic novelist. His path 

to authorship, as he explained, was 

not always successful but through 

perseverance, he eventually achieved 

his dream. This lesson of determina-

tion was not lost on his TMA audi-

ence.  

Mr. Yang was generous to provide 

third and fourth period students with 

their own limited edition boxed set 

of Boxers and Saints as well as to au-

tograph each set individually for Mrs. 

Walker’s students.  

Parental Involvement 

Please join us on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 25th at 5:30 in the cafeteria 

for the first in a series of PTO Parent 

Workshops.  On this evening, Mr. 

Singh will review with parents various 

resources available to them and their 

students such how to access 

NetClassroom, how to email your 

teachers, and using TMA afterschool 

resources like Homework Help and 

the Writing Center. A light dinner will 

be provided.  
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Programs 

Clubs Fair  

On September 5th, the Programs De-

partment held its annual Clubs Fair. 

Students were able to learn more 

about the opportunities available to 

them after school and sign up for a va-

riety of clubs that interested them. Al-

most 20 clubs were present to share 

about what they do and some even 

gave demonstrations: the Robotics 

Club brought their robot, the TMA 

Band played a few songs, and the 

Green Club made pesto with ingredi-

ents from the TMA Garden. Clubs at 

TMA are run by faculty and staff as well 

as outside organizations and provide 

many opportunities for students to 

learn new things, have fun, and even 

earn community service hours. Most 

clubs began the week of September 9th 

and will continue to run throughout 

the school year.  

Homework Help 

Homework help began this year on 

September 3rd. Students who complet-

ed the Homework Help orientation are 

welcome to come to the library every 

day after school until 5:45. Teachers, 

tutors, and programs staff will be avail-

able to help students with homework, 

projects and other assignments. 

Law Day 

The first Law Day is Friday, October 

11th from 12:30 to 4 pm. All TMA 9th  

grade students will participate in Law 

Day and travel to local law firms to 

explore basic legal principles under the 

instruction of trained attorneys. At-

tendance is mandatory. Professional 

dress or the TMA uniform is required.  

 Law Firm Tutoring 

Law Firm Tutoring began Tuesday, Sep-

tember 10th. Each Tuesday after 

school, 11th grade students travel to 

local law firms to work on homework 

with help from legal professionals.  

Mentor Day 

Mentor Day begins again this year on 

October 19th! 10th grade students 

who signed up for the Mentor Program 

will have the chance to meet their 

mentors while enjoying various field 

trips, interacting with staff and faculty 

outside of the school setting, and re-

ceiving one-one-one support. Students 

in the Mentor Program should meet at 

TMA on the 19th at 9:30 am. The pro-

gram is scheduled to last until 1:30 pm. 

Attire is casual. 

  

Art Club 

Book Club 

Boys and Girls  

Ckub 

Brainfood 

Chess Club 

Drama Club 

Green Club 

HERO (Higher 

Education Readi-

ness Opportunity) 

Pep Squad/Dance 

Team 

Robotics Club 

SASS (Sister Ac-

tion, Sister 

Strength) 

Scarlet Communi-

cations 

Teen Action 

TMA Band  

TMA Debate 

TMA Media Club 

Wilderness Club 

VYBE 

YEP! (Youth En-

richment Pro-

gram) 

Clubs 

Students sign up for clubs at the Club Fair on 

September 5th 

TMA Green Club sells produce from the TMA 

garden at  the certified TMA Farmers Market 
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Athletics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lady Warrior Volleyball 

The Lady Warrior volleyball team has started the season 

in great form, with a record of 2-1.  Last year, they came 

in 2nd place in the WCSAA league. Under the leadership 

of Coaches Horn, Ames and Owens, they are look-

ing to go all the way to the championship this year.  

Join us in the stands cheering them on to V.I.C.T.O.R.Y! 

Go Warriors! 

Flag Football 

The defending IYFFL flag 

football champions took on 

New Hope Academy Tues-

day, September 10th in their 

first game of the sea-

son. They came out victori-

ous with a score of 13-

6. With many returning 

seniors on the team they 

are hungry for a repeat of 

last seasons…. The champi-

onship! If you didn't make it 

out to the first game do  

not worry there will be 

plenty of opportunities to 

cheer on the TMA Flag 

Football Warriors! 

DATE TIME Opponent 

September 12 4:00 Perry St. 
Prep 

September 14 TBD Tourna-
ment 

September 17 4:00 IDEA 

September 19 4:00 Prep 
School of 

DC 

September 26 4:00 Options 

October  3 4:00 Maya An-
gelou 

October 8 4:00 KIPP 

October 10 4:00 E.L. 
Haynes 

Flag Football Athletes 

2013 
Donovan Blagmon 

Aaron Martin 

Jeremiah Garland 

Tamia Jackson 

Corinthian Blount 

Darius Cook 

Gregory Barnhart-Moore 

Jelan Boylan 

Robert Primas 

Jeffery Dandridge 

Tyre Brandon 

Latrell Kelley 

Joseph Staten 

George Harris 

Malik McMillan 

Damar Woodruff 

Marcel Richardson 

Kendrick Furbush 

Carlos Payne 

Markey Lucas 

Lady Warrior  

Volleyball  

Athletes 2013 

Joey Adams 

Aliyah Curry 

Amirah Fuller 

Destinee Glenn 

Geniyah James 

Genelle James 

Arshenai Murphy 

Taylor Murphy 

Nadiya Peacock 

Zeniyah Rose 

Cristal Sandoval 

Darryn Stewart 

Kayla Williams 

LaKisha Wilson 

DATE TIME Oppo-
nent 

Septem-

ber 19 

5:00 Capital 
City 

October 
3 

4:00 IDEA 

October 
10 

5:00 Colle-
giate 
Prep 

October 

22 
5:00 Latin 

October 
24 

4:30 All Star 
Game 

Cross Country 

Cross country season is 

underway! The team is 

practicing twice a week 

with long runs preparing 

for meets throughout the 

DMV preparing the best 

distance runners in the 

league! 
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Important Contact Information 

TMA Main Number: 202-563-6862 

Security: x116 

MPD School Resource Officer (Officer Tracie Can-

non): x147 

School Nurse (Ms. Yvonne): x109 

Attendance (Ms. Short): x204 

Dean Garcia (9th grade): x174 

Dean Somerville (10th grade): x161 

Dean Stewart (11th & 12th grades): x121 

Director of Programs (Mr. Corcoran) x 183 

Academic Director (Mr. Singh): x107 

Executive Director (Dr. Pardo) x124 

Does TMA have your e-mail address? 

If not, please e-mail Ms. Hutchinson at kporter@tmapchs.org so you 

can be added to our e-mail list and receive important school infor-

mation. In your e-mail, please make sure to include your students’ 

name and grade level.  

Visit our website for upcoming events and information.  

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org 

Be sure to visit  our homepage to review our updated After School 

Readiness Plan under the Parents Section of the TMA website at: 

 http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/parents/69/parental-resources  

Open House   9/19 

Last Day for Schedule Change   9/20 

ACT Testing   9/21 

Law Firm Tutoring   9/24 

PTO Parent Workshop 9/25 

Law Firm Tutoring   10/1 

College Awareness Day   10/2 

Benchmark Testing (9th/10th) 10/3—10/4  

SAT Testing   10/5 

Law Firm Tutoring   10/8 

Senior College Trip   10/11 

Law Day   10/11 

Columbus Day (No School)   10/14 

Fall Sports Pep Rally   10/15 

Half Day   10/16 

PSAT Day   10/16 

SAT Testing   10/16 

Mentor Day   10/19 

Law Firm Tutoring   10/22 

PTO Parent Workshop   10/23 

End of Quarter 1 10/25 

ACT Testing 10/26 

Start of Quarter 2   10/28 

Law Firm Tutoring   10/29 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  
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