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P u b l i c  C h a r t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l   

INVOLVED FAMILIES HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
Secondary education students believe that they can do better at school 
if they know that their families are interested in their schoolwork and 
expect them to succeed, thus challenging the prevalent view that ado-
lescents do not want their parents involved at all. (Harvard Family Re-
search Project, 2004) 
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 TMA started the 2014-15 

school year off with the opening of the 

Recycled Garden Art Project and 

Mural. This project involved a cross-

curricular collaboration between art 

instructor Mrs. Symonette and 

former music instructor Mr. Van 

Siclen. The goal of the project was to 

use as much recycled material as pos-

sible in creating the art and music 

installation. 

 Through these efforts, the gar-

den project was worked on through 

the entire spring 2014 semester and 

created such a strong and powerful 

sense of TMA community in the pro-

cess. Students, faculty and staff became 

very engaged in contributing to the 

creation of the garden mural.  

 Contributing students included 

the art and music students, as well as 

members of the Art club and Music 

club, respectively. TMA faculty and 

staff donated several items such as 

pressure treated lumber,  copper 

pipes, glass bottles, bottle caps, and 

ceramic dishes.  

 A lot of hard work was put into 

this project to create a beautiful mural 

for our TMA Organic Garden. For the 

mural, TMA recycled an old stage play 

set that was originally created for our 

very own production of The Wiz dur-

ing the 2011-2012 school year. The 

set is  a carved recreation of  the DC 

skyline which includes the Capitol 

Building, the White House, the Lincoln 

Memorial, the Jefferson Memorial, and 

the Washington Monument.  

 The art students created the 

mosaic design in the background of 

the skyline and incorporated images 

including the sun, ―TMA‖, a graduation 

cap, the scales of justice, and cherry 

blossoms. 

  The music students cemented 

copper pipes into the ground at differ-

ent heights to create chimes, and 

arranged plastic and metal buckets to 

replicate the sounds of a drum set 

with cymbals.   

 This project was made possible 

through a grant award from the DC 

Commission on the Arts and Humani-

ties, and we couldn't be more grateful!  

 

An Eco-Friendly & Artistic Start at TMA ! 
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Social Studies 
What’s in a name? Mr. Biederman’s 

DC History class debated this very 

concept, specifically looking at the 
controversy regarding the Washing-

ton Redskins team name. Students 

recently learned about the early Na-

tive American cultures of D.C.’s past, 

including the Nacostins and Anacostines 

and thus were torn about the need 

for a name change. After close read-

ing of a variety of sources, as well as 

an intense in-class debate, most stu-

dents agreed that a name change was 

warranted, in an effort to honor the 

legacy of Native Americans in the re-

gion and country as a whole. 

  

Ms. Lee’s AP US Government 

students connected literary works to 

gain a rich understanding of current 

events and drive conversations about 

the role of Government.  Students 

used post-it notes and discussion 

starters to annotate Langston Hughes 

poem ―I, too, sing America.‖  Those 

annotations were then used as a lens 

to discuss the recent events in Fergu-

son, Missouri.  Through lively dis-

course, students built connections 

between these events and developed 

a greater critical lens towards the 

role of Government in their everyday 

lives. 

Science 
Plop, plop, fizz, fizz. What do you ob-

serve and what can predict? Students 

in Applied Integrated Science 

(AIS), a new introductory science 

course taught by Ms. Bond, created 

their own ―Alka-Seltzer Lab.‖ Stu-

dents reinforced the components of  

the scientific method, such as con-

ducting research (observation), hy-

pothesis, prediction, experimentation 

and conclusion.   

 
Ms. Enrich’s Chemistry students 

engaged with the properties of ele-

ments for their first formal lab on 

density. Students measured density 

through the calculation of the mass 

divided by volume of unknown ele-

ments from the Periodic Table.  The 

Chemistry Honors class took their 

experimentation a step further and 

determined if properties of elements 

were extensive (properties that de-

pend on amount of matter present) 

or intensive (properties that do not 

depend of amount).  

 

Advanced Chemistry students 

were Ms. Enrich  for a day and 

taught mini-lessons for their peers.  

In their preparation for their teaching 

debut, students developed handouts 

and homework for their classmates 

on their assigned topics. Not only 

were peers impressed, Ms. Enrich 

was enthralled by the level of exper-

tise of each student-teacher! 

 

Watch out! Ms. Allison’s Physics 

have accelerated towards success this 

year. In September, students differen-

tiated between velocity and accelera-

tion and honed their skills in repre-

senting data graphically. Physics 

Honors students used sensors to 

electronically track graphs of motion. 

Spanish 
It’s Carnival time in Ms. Gallimore’s 

Spanish I classes! Students have be-

gun their four paragraph argumenta-

tive essay on the Carnival of Barran-

quilla (Colombia) and took a stance 

regarding the Carnival celebrations 

and whether it represents multicul-

turalism or homogeneity. In prepara-

tion, students read a Spanish text and 

utilized it as support in their essays.  

 

This is a public service announce-

ment: Ms. Yaun and her Spanish III 

students need your attention, as 
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they have diligently prepared for their 

upcoming Environment PSA project.  

Students will research an environ-

mental issue and will advocate on be-
half of action steps that the communi-

ty should take to improve this issue. 

Please keep your ears and eyes open 

for the students’ awesome PSAs.  

Mathematics 
The odds are very high that students 

will have a great year in Mr. Dun-

nan’s Academic Workshop class. 

Classes explored probability of oc-

curences in a variety of everyday sce-

narios. Students have gotten off to a 

great start in the statistics unit and 

have worked on multiple types of da-

ta displays. 

 

―Students have done a great job 

thinking critically‖ stated Mr. Dun-

nan, instructor for the new mathe-

matics course, Statistics. Students 

have discovered and assessed the 

quality of different sampling methods 

and designs of various experiments. 

As the quarter progresses, students 

will develop their own experiments 

and continue the process of data 

analysis and evaluation.  
 

Student work ethic + focus= success! 

The Algebra I team (Ms. Camps, 

Mrs. Allen and Mr. DeOms) 

agrees that this is the winning equa-

tion for ninth grade students this 
school year. During the first few 

weeks, students reviewed pre-

algebraic skills such as algebraic ex-

pressions, real number properties, 

and exponents. Many freshmen have 

set a good example by coming to 

class prepared, starting the warm-up 

silently, participating, and asking ques-

tions.  

Art 
Art 1 students learned about the 

first and second elements of art: line 

and value.  ―Line is the first concept 

artists learn to help with drawing, 

painting, and sculpture,‖ stated Art 

instructor, Mrs. Symonette. Stu-

dents studied various types of lines 

which helped them successfully de-

sign a ―line study.‖ Through this 

study, students learned how to cre-

ate abstract designs, in which they 

also applied value and used shading 

techniques to enhance the overall 

creativity and work craftsmanship.  
 

Parental Involvement 

Please note that every 2nd Wednesday of 

the month, we will use a Tuesday Advisory 

schedule to allow for extended department 

meeting time for faculty during the 2014-

2015 school year. Students will be dismissed 

at 2:55pm and all afterschool activities 

(Detention and HW Help) will be cancelled.  

These dates for 1st Semester  include:  

10/15 

1/12 

12/10 

Don’t forget about TMA’s monthly e-

newsletter! To sign up, visit 

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org  
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Clubs Fair  

On September 11th, the Programs 

Department held its annual Clubs 

Fair. Students delved into opportuni-

ties available to them after school and 

signed up for a variety of clubs of in-

terest. Over 20 clubs were present to 

share their purpose with the TMA 

community. Additionally, other clubs 

gave demonstrations: the Robotics 

Club brought their robot, the Green 

Club completed soil presentations, 

Music and Band vibrantly performed 

live music, and the Hip Hop Club 

showed off some breakdance moves. 

Clubs at TMA are run by faculty and 

staff as well as outside organizations 

and provide many opportunities for 

students to learn new things, have 

fun, and even earn community service 

hours. Most clubs began the week of 

September 15th and will continue to 

run throughout the school year.  

 

 

Homework Help 

Homework help began this year at the 

beginning of September. Students are 

welcome to this silent space in the li-

brary every day after school until 5:45. 

Teachers, tutors, and programs staff 

will be available to help students with 

homework, projects and other assign-

ments. 

Law Day 

The first Law Day is Friday, October 

3rd from 12:30 to 4 pm. All TMA 9th  

grade students will participate in Law 

Day and travel to local law firms to 

explore basic legal principles under the 

instruction of trained attorneys. At-

tendance is mandatory. Professional 

dress is required.  

Law Firm Tutoring 

Law Firm Tutoring began on Tuesday, 

September 16th. Each Tuesday after 

school, 11th grade students travel to lo-

cal law firms to work on homework and 

college related material with help from 

legal professionals.  

Mentor Day 

Mentor Day begins this year on October 

25th! As participants in the Mentor Pro-

gram, selected 10th graders will have the 

opportunity to partake in various field 

trips and will receive consistent one-on-

one support from their mentors. Attire 

for Mentor Day is casual.   

100 Hours 

Book Club 

Brainfood 

Chess Club 

Choir 

Connections 

Cross Country/Swim 

Dance Team 

DC Environmentors 

Green Club 

HERO (Higher Educa-

tion Readiness Oppor-

tunity) 

Hip-Hop 101 

Media 

Music/Band 

Orr Elementary Com-

munity Service  

RepDev Global  

Robotics Club 

The Ndarakwai Expe-

rience 

The Warrior Review 

TMA Debate 

TMA Media Club 

TMA Unplugged: The 

Wilderness Club 

SeaPerch  

S.I.N.G. 

VYBE 

 

 

Clubs 
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Athletics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lady Warrior Volleyball 

The Lady Warrior volleyball team is off to a great start 

with a win over SEED Public Charter on September 9th. 

Under the leadership of Coaches Zabrina Ames and 

Amber Owens, they are looking to go all the way to 

the championship this year. Join us in the stands 

cheering them on to V.I.C.T.O.R.Y! 

 

 

 

 

DATE TIME Opponent 

September 18 4:30 Friendship Colle-
giate  

September 23 4:30 Maya Angelou  

September 25 4:30 Paul 

September 30 4:30 WMST 

October 2 4:30 Chavez 

October  8 4:30 Heritage  

October 9 4:30 National Prep 

October 14 4:30 Richard Wright  

October 15 4:30 Don Bosco  

October 16  4:30 El Haynes  

October 21 4:30 KIPP 

October 23 4:30 Options  

DATE TIME Opponent 

September 16 4:30 National Collegiate 

September 23 4:30 Richard Wright  

September 25 4:30 Washington Latin  

September 30 4:30 Maya Angelou 

October 2 4:30 Capital City  

October 7 4:30  Friendship Tech Prep 

October 9  4:30  IDEA 

Swim Team 
Swim team will com-

pete in various meets 

this year– a first for 

TMA!  

Cross Country 
The Cross country squad 

will compete in league and 

outside meets in the DMV 

area! 

*** All student athletes are required to have a physical exam 

(current within one year) before participating on any athletic team. 

 
Questions or Concerns? 
Please contact: 

Michele Thompson 

Athletic Director 

202-210-0845 

mthompson@tmapchs.org 

Volleyball Schedule 

Go Warriors!!! 

Flag Football Schedule 
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Important Contact Information 

TMA Main Number: 202-563-6862 

Security: x116 

MPD School Resource Officer (Officer Tracie Cannon): x147 

School Nurse (Ms. Yvonne Akinwumi): x109 

Attendance (Ms. Short): x204 

Dean Johnson (9th grade): x136 

Dean Somerville (10th grade): x161 

Dean Stewart (11th & 12th grades): x121 

Director of Programs (Mr. Corcoran) x183 

Director of Academic Support (Ms. Garcia): x174 

Academic Director (Ms. Williams) x201 

Executive Director (Dr. Pardo) x124 

 

Does TMA have your e-mail address? 

If not, please e-mail Ms. Hutchinson at kporter@tmapchs.org so you 

can be added to our e-mail list and receive important school infor-

mation. In your e-mail, please make sure to include your students’ 

name and grade level.  

Visit our website for upcoming events and information.  

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org 

Be sure to visit  our homepage to review our updated After School 

Readiness Plan under the Parents Section of the TMA website at: 

 http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/parents/69/parental-resources  

Open House   9/18 

Last Day for Schedule Change   9/24 

Senior Parent College Night 9/25 

Law Firm Tutoring   9/30 

Benchmark Testing (9th/10th) 10/1—10/2  

DC NACAC College Fair 10/3 

Law Day   10/3 

College Awareness Day   10/7 

Senior College Trip   10/8 

SAT Testing   10/11 

Columbus Day (No School)   10/13 

Law Firm Tutoring   10/14 

Half Day   10/15 

PSAT Day   10/15 

SAT Testing   10/15 

End of Quarter 1 10/24 

Mentor Day   10/25 

Start of Quarter 2   10/27 

Law Firm Tutoring   10/28 

Pep Rally 10/28 

Upcoming Events 
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