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INVOLVED FAMILIES HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
Secondary education students believe that they can do better at school 
if they know that their families are interested in their schoolwork and 
expect them to succeed, thus challenging the prevalent view that ado-
lescents do not want their parents involved at all. (Harvard Family Re-
search Project, 2004) 
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Every year, TMA‟s College 

Counseling team provides 

seniors with an opportunity to 

get admitted to colleges on 

the spot.  On November 12th 

and November 20th, a total of 

six colleges attended TMA, 

including Lincoln University, 

Coppin State University, Capi-

tol College, the University of 

Maryland Eastern Shore, Trini-

ty Washington University, and 

Delaware State University.   

At the onsite, each college 

representative has a section of 

the library. One by one,  stu-

dents meet with the repre-

sentative and provide an appli-

cation for the school. The 

representative reviews tran-

scripts and SAT scores, and 

informs the students whether 

they are accepted or wait-

listed from the school. 

Ms. Levine, one of the col-

lege counselors at TMA, be-

lieves that “this is a unique 

opportunity because many 

colleges do not offer on-site 

admissions. This opportunity 

gives students a self-esteem 

boost. After the process, they 

feel empowered and know 

that they are capable of get-

ting into college. It allows stu-

dents to advocate for them-

selves and demonstrate why 

they should be accepted.” 

Marcel Richardson is one of 

the seniors who was accepted 

into every onsite school that 

he was eligible for. According 

to Marcel, “At first I was 

nervous. It was really scary 

because everyone has a fear 

that they won‟t get accepted. I 

was expecting representatives 

to not want to get to know 

me. When I finally went up to 

my first onsite, the repre-

sentative was actually talking 

and paying attention to me, 

and giving me good feedback. 

This boosted my confidence a 

lot. Having an actual person 

give me advice on how to get 

into college was a huge moti-

vator to now work harder for 

the rest of the school year. 

The onsite made me feel good 

about applying to college be-

cause it really opens up doors 

for us. It is especially good for 

people like me who don‟t feel 

they look good on „paper‟. I 

don‟t have the best GPA, and 

so I‟m really banking on my 

other work (SAT scores, per-

sonal statement, and recom-

mendation letters) to help me 

get into college. The onsite 

gave me the chance to show 

schools who I am. After this 

process, I now have five differ-

ent schools to choose from, 

which is awesome.”  

According to Ms. Levine, 

“The benefit of partnering 

with schools in this way is that 

it allows colleges to visit our 

school and better understand 

the Thurgood Marshall Acade-

my student.  As a result of the 

process, our students learn 

advocacy, networking, and 

also leave with the feeling that 

the college application process 

really isn‟t all that 

bad.” 

 

Congratulations to 

Marcel and the rest 

of the seniors who 

were a part of this 

process and to all 

of the seniors in 

pursuit of college 

acceptance! 

 

 

On-Site Admissions Leads to Off-Site Success! 
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In the Classroom 

Science 
Students are serving as science advo-

cates in Ms. Bond’s Environmen-

tal Science class! Over the last 4 

weeks, students have visited a farm, 

watched Food Inc., and read and ana-

lyzed an article to learn and research 

current issues with our food produc-

tion system.  Students then created a 

presentation in which they informed 

the community on current food pro-

duction issues, current solutions, and 

what we as a community can do.   

 

Eggs, cars, and science! Ms. Allison’s 

Physics classes have been preparing 

for the egg drop lab by simulating car 

collisions to study momentum and 

impulse. They will soon be on their 

way to creating excellent portfolio 

projects! 

 

 

 

 

Math 
Connecting math to the real world. Stu-

dents in Mr. Dunnan’s Academic 

Workshop are doing a great job ap-

plying systems to real life situations 

and connecting their skills with linear 

equations to solving systems. Stu-

dents have shown improvement and 

will be applying their skills on upcom-

ing Application Days after Thanksgiv-

ing.  
Fun with graphs! Mr. Dunnan’s Sta-

tistics students have been working 

on linear regression and modeling 

relationships using scatter plots. Stu-

dents have started work on their se-

mester 1 portfolio project where 

they will be creating their own linear 

regression models for variables of 

their choice. Unit 4 will be all about 

probability starting in December.   

 

Using shapes! Ms. Camps’ class is 

learning how to solve propor-

tions.  The students are actively en-

gaging in the lessons each day as we 

explore the world of math using 

shapes.  Alanah Simmons has been 

an all-star student by helping her 

peers understand the new material.    

 

History 
Exploring Industrialization! US History 

students in Ms. Luttrell’s class cre-

ated their own rural village on a piece 
of paper. As they added houses, fac-

tories, schools, and other inventions 

from the Industrial Revolution, they 

watched their villages change into cit-

ies. Students experienced first-hand 

the positives and negatives of the In-

dustrial Era and got frustrated when 

their “cities” ran out of room and 

they had to destroy trees or nice 

homes to build tenements. Each stu-

dent left clearly understanding how 

100 years of industrialization has 

changed our society.   

 

Learning about Law! Ms. Zamora's 

Intro to Law class and Ms. Lee's 

US Government class had the op-

portunity to meet Supreme Court 

Justice Elana Kagan through the “Just 

the Beginning Foundation.” Students 

learned about the Court, asked Jus-

tice Kagan questions about her career 
and spent the afternoon networking 

with lawyers and law professionals 

from around the city.  This trip al-

lowed students to connect the 

knowledge they are gaining in their 

classes to someone who has had a 

very successful career in law and has 

a deep understanding of the Constitu-

tion.  These connections will contin-

ue to help students understand mate-

rial learned throughout the year and 

into college classrooms.   
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In the Classroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 
All that jazz! Students in Ms. Walk-

er’s Music class watched videos, 

read and listened to jazz music from 

ragtime to modern jazz, passing by 

bebop, free jazz and fusion. 

Students also learned how to read 

sheet music and perform a folk, clas-

sical or children song at the key-

board, in front of their peers. 

 

Field trip time! On November 25th, 

TMA Band members and music stu-

dents had the chance to attend a per-

formance of Moonshine Society at 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts. Moonshine Society 

delivers blues, old school R&B, and 

American roots music. Students are 

also in the process of analyzing this 

concert, as a minor grade assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish 
Why does DC have such a large El Sal-

vadorian community? Spanish II stu-

dents in Ms. Campot’s class are try-
ing to answer this very question. The 

class watched the movie “Voces Ino-

centes” and are working to under-

stand the events and consequences of 

the El Salvadorian Civil War. They 

are also preparing for presentations 

about their daily routines.  

 

English 
Seniors in Ms. Lyons’ British Liter-

ature class have had a real stormy 

time finishing up William Shake-

speare‟s The Tempest! 

 

Ms. Cherepon’s 11th grade Eng-

lish students are just starting to go all 

sci-fi with the novel Kindred by Octa-

via Butler. 

 

In 10th grade English, Mr. Lloyd 
and Ms. Hargrove are leading 

sophomores through the conclusion 

of Things Fall Apart and students are 

starting their tragic hero essays. 

 

Freshman in Ms. Hall’s. Ms. 

Aganga-Williams’ and Ms. 

Cherepon’s classes have been 

breaking down poetry and are getting 

those Portfolio cover letters presen-

tation ready. 

 

 

 

Book! Books! Books! 

In a bid to give students a real au-

thentic annotation experience we are 

asking students to purchase ONE 

book this year which they will then 

bring to class and annotate in the 

book. All these books are $10 or un-

der! These would make a great 

stocking stuffer or gift over the Win-

ter Break. Please email Mr. Lloyd 

with any questions at 

elloyd@tmapchs.org. 

 

Purchased book options include: 

11th grade:  Kindred by Octavia E But-

ler 

10th grade:  Like Water for Chocolate 

by Laura Esquivel 

9th grade:  John Green‟s The Fault in 

our Stars 

 

 

Parental Involvement 

Please note that every 2nd Wednesday of 

the month, we will use a Tuesday Advisory 

schedule to allow for extended department 

meeting time for faculty during the 2014-

2015 school year. Students will be dismissed 

at 2:55pm and all afterschool activities 

(Detention and HW Help) will be cancelled.  

The upcoming dates include:  

Jan 14 

Feb 11 

Mar 11 

Don‟t forget about TMA‟s monthly e-

newsletter! To sign up, visit 

mailto:elloyd@tmapchs.org
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Programs 

Anti-Bullying Week 

TMA had its first annual Anti-Bullying 

Week from November 17th to No-

vember 21st! Each day, students had 

the opportunity to celebrate their 

differences and fight against bullying in 

schools. The schedule of events was 

as follows: 

TUESDAY: Students took the 

pledge to not contribute to bullying 

and be an ally, helped build an anti-

bullying tree, and took a photo in a 

photo booth at lunch! 

WEDNESDAY: SGA‟s Film Screen-

ing and Discussion of the film “Bully” 

THURSDAY: Difference Day T-

shirt making and HBG‟s Anti-Bullying 

Poetry Slam. Students made t-shirts 

that say why they are different and 

celebrated those differences. 

FRIDAY: Connection‟s Difference 

Day! Students wore their difference 

day shirt in support of anti-bullying 

week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Law Day 
On November 7th 9th graders had 

their second Law Day where they 

learned all about discrimination. They 

discussed differences between rea-

sonable and unreasonable discrimina-

tion, and identified the discrimination 

taking place in various made-up sce-

narios. The day ended with the stu-

dents breaking up into groups to role 

play talk shows where they discussed 

discrimination incidents and were 

able to ask the “audience” for input. 

Overall, the students learned a lot 

and it was a major success!   

 

Mentor Day 
On December 13th, there was a 

Community Service Mentor Day filled 

with reflections on gratitude and a 

fun photo booth! 

 

Green Club 
On November 24th, Green Club 

hosted a Farmer‟s Market to help us 

prepare for a delicious Thanksgiving! 
They sold several fruits and vegeta-

bles, with items including chard, 

sweet potatoes, potatoes, onions 

winter squash, various herbs, carrots, 

apples, and turnips.  

 

Spirit Week 

From December 1st to December 

5th, TMA celebrated Spirit Week! 

Many students participated and had a 

great time showing off their school 

spirit! The schedule of Spirit Week 

was as follows:  

MONDAY: Jersey Day 

TUESDAY: Twin Day 

WEDNESDAY: Bama Day 

THURSDAY: Throwback Thursday 

FRIDAY: Class Color Day/Pep Rally  
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Athletics 

  

*** All student athletes are required to have a physical exam 

(current within one year) before participating on any athletic 

team 

Questions or Concerns? 
Please contact: 

Michele Thompson 

Athletic Director 

202-210-0845 

mthompson@tmapchs.org 

Go Warriors!!! 

Basketball 
Basketball season has begun! Most home games will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please see below for 

the full schedule: 

JV December 15 Calvert 4:30 Home 

Boys December 16 Washington Latin 6:00 Home 

Girls December 16 Washington Latin 4:30 Home 

Boys December 18 Kingsbury 6:00 Home 

JV December 19 Phoenix Acad 4:00 Home 

Boys December 19 Phoenix Acad 5:00 Home 

JV January 6 Ntl. Collegiate 4:30 Home 

Girls January 6 Ntl. Collegiate 5:30 Home 

Boys January 6 Ntl. Collegiate 7:00 Home 

Boys January 7 Lanham Christian 6:00 Home 

Girls January 8 Wash Latin 4:30 Home 

JV January 15 BASIS 4:30 Home 

Boys January 16 Don Bosco TBD Home 

Girls January 16 Don Bosco TBD Home 

JV January 19 EL Haynes 5:30 Home 

Boys January 20 KIPP 7:00 Home 

JV January 26 Somerset 4:30 Home 

Girls January 26 IDEA 5:30 Home 

Other Important Notes… 
Varsity boys will participate in  the Governor‟s Chal-

lenge Tournament at Salisbury University on Decem-

ber 26-27. 

Varsity girls will participate in the Dunbar Christmas 

Tournament on December 26.  

The Alumni Basketball Game will take place the week 

of January 5th.  

Strength and Conditioning program from athletes and 

students will begin the week of January 5th. Any stu-

dent can sign up to work with a certified trainer.  

Interest Meeting for spring sports will be held on Janu-

ary 7th.  
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Important Contact Information 

TMA Main Number: 202-563-6862 

Security: x116 

MPD School Resource Officer (Officer Tracie Cannon): x147 

School Nurse (Ms. Yvonne Akinwumi): x109 

Attendance (Ms. Short): x204 

Dean Johnson (9th grade): x136 

Dean Somerville (10th grade): x161 

Dean Stewart (11th & 12th grades): x121 

Director of Programs (Mr. Corcoran) x183 

Director of Academic Support (Ms. Garcia): x174 

Academic Director (Ms. Williams) x201 

Executive Director (Dr. Pardo) x124 

 

Does TMA have your e-mail address? 

If not, please e-mail Ms. Hutchinson at kporter@tmapchs.org so you 

can be added to our e-mail list and receive important school infor-

mation. In your e-mail, please make sure to include your students’ 

name and grade level.  

Visit our website for upcoming events and information.  

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org 

Be sure to visit  our homepage to review our updated After School 

Readiness Plan under the Parents Section of the TMA website at: 

 http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/parents/69/parental-resources  

Prospective Student Open House     12/10 

College Help Night                          12/10 

Mentor Day                                    12/13 

Portfolio Presentations           12/17-12/19  

Winter Break– School Closed    12/22-1/4 

Classes Resume                                  1/5 

Benchmark Exams                     1/13-1/14 

Midterm Exams Begin                        1/14 

Half Day ( Midterm Exams)               1/15                      

Half Day ( Midterm Exams)                1/16               

End of Q2/Semester 1                       1/16 

MLK Jr. Day/Scholarship Day             1/19 

Quarter 3 Begins                              1/20 

SAT Test                                          1/24 

Mentor Day                                      1/24 

Law Day                                           1/30  

 

 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  
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