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P u b l i c  C h a r t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l   

INVOLVED FAMILIES HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
Secondary education students believe that they can do better at school 
if they know that their families are interested in their schoolwork and 
expect them to succeed, thus challenging the prevalent view that ado-
lescents do not want their parents involved at all. (Harvard Family Re-
search Project, 2004) 
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For the fifth year this year,  TMA 

will be working on the Abroad 

Initiative to give students the op-

portunity to travel and learn over-

seas during the summer months. 

Through a partnership with a 

company called “World Strides,” 

small groups of students are 

brought together to travel to 

places such as Costa Rica, Guate-

mala, and Paraguay.  

According to Ms. Yaun, one of 

the faculty members leading the 

initiative, it takes about two years 

to fundraise enough money to 

take two students and one chap-

erone. This year, the goal is to 

bring two students and a chaper-

one during summer 2015 on a 

program that strongly aligns with 

TMA’s mission as a whole.  

Although only two students will 

ultimately go abroad each sum-

mer, a cohort of six students, 

chosen by the faculty leading the 

initiative (Ms. Yaun, Ms. Zamora, 

Ms. Barker, Ms. Novinski, and Ms. 

Hargrove) work on fundraising, 

serving as liaisons between stu-

dents and Administration, and 

figuring out logistics throughout 

the school year. The students in 

the cohort are then graded on 

their participation throughout the 

year, and this grade determines 

which students attend the trip. 

This year’s cohort includes Dai-

sha Danson & Menkhuta 

Whaley (grade 9), Taylor Miles 

& Kiara Clark(grade 10), and 

Asia Boulware & Micah Pledg-

er (grade11).  

Not only are these cohort mem-

bers responsible for fundraising 

(the talent show will be almost 

entirely student-led) but they also 

take an active leadership role in 

determining components of the 

trip. There are two types of trips 

the students have a choice of, 

both of which are extremely en-

gaging, educational, and exciting. 

The first would be a service learn-

ing trip where students stay with a 

native family, volunteer on a farm, 

and have the chance to do some 

touring. The second would be a 

language emersion trip, where 

students take native language clas-

ses and go on excursions. 

Needless to say, this is an incredi-

ble opportunity and a worthwhile 

goal to work towards, and we 

wish this year’s cohort lots of 

luck!  

  

 

The Abroad Initiative 
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In the Classroom 

Science 
Playing sports during science class? 

Physics students in Ms. Allison’s 

class worked on the Falling Bodies 
Lab Portfolio Project, where they 

dropped softballs from three different 

heights to measure their velocities 

and see the impact of gravity. They 

also began their new unit on the Laws 

of Motion, playing  games like red-

light/green-light to understand mo-

mentum and Newton’s First law.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in Ms. Culbreath’s Biolo-

gy classes are true detectives! They 

worked on a food analysis lab where 

they analyzed evidence from a simu-

lated crime scene to determine the 

last meal a crime victim ate.  The stu-

dents ran four tests on a simulated 

stomach sample to detect simple and 

complex sugars, lipids, and protein in 

the body. 

 

College Prep! Ms. Enrich’s Ad-

vanced Chemistry students attend-

ed UMD and got to observe a college 

chemistry college class. Dr. Gram-

sch visited the honors chemistry 

class to do a mass spectrometer sim-

ulation. 

 

Environmental Science students 

in Ms. Bond’s class harvested their 

knowledge of crops at Rocklands 

Farm, where they learned the science 

behind how crops grow!  

 

Do video games promote violence? 

Computer Applications students 

in Mr. Morean’s class will explore 

questions like this as they begin their 

Technology and Law portfolio pro-

ject! 

  

It’s field trip time!! Mr. Morean’s 

News Media class attended the 

Newseum to explore photojournal-

ism, bias in the news and media eth-

ics.  

Math 

Mr. Dunnan’s Academic Work-

shop class are applying their 

knowledge to the real world! They 

looked at how linear functions relate 

to wages, collected coins and worked 

on a real life task focused on biology 

cell growth and how they could use a 

linear function to model cell growth 

in a biology experiment.  

 

In Statistics, Mr. Dunnan’s stu-

dents are vamping up their computer 

skills as they use Excel to help create 

and analyze data displays is finishing 

up their unit on descriptive statistics. 

Students have continued to think crit-

ically about what they see and apply 

their knowledge to real life situations.  

 

 

Spanish  
What can festival rituals tell us about a 

culture? Students in Ms. Gallimore’s 

Spanish 1 class examined their opin-
ions about this as they studied the 

traditions of a festival in Barranquilla, 

Colombia. Students wrote an essay 

arguing whether a festival that takes 

place there represents homogeneity 

or multiculturalism. This essay is the 

one of the first portfolio projects the-

se students have completed this 

school year.  

 

Time for a trip? In Ms. Campot’s 

Spanish II class, students are work-

ing on their first Portfolio Project. 

They have been learning about Study 

Abroad and have researched a Span-

ish-speaking country. Students will 

imagine that they have been studying 

and living in this country and will then 

write two letters about their experi-

ence. 

English 
What a NOVEL-ty! It’s National Nov-

el Writing Month Challenge. Students 

have been working with 

Ms.Cherepon and Ms.Barker to 

create their own novels in a month! 
 

AP Literature students from Ms. 

Lyons’s class grilled one of this 

year’s Pen Faulkner authors, Ishmael 

Beah, who wrote the fantastic Radi-

ance of Tomorrow. Students had a 

range of questions about his motiva-

tion while writing the novel and 

about his background.  

 

“There is a way to be good again!” The 

World Literature team is just 

wrapping up its annual “trip” to Af-

ghanistan with its reading of  
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TMA beloved novel The Kite Runner 

by Khaled Hosseini. Students will ex-

plore themes such as redemption and 

reconciliation. 

 

“I got you to look after me, and you got 

me to look after you, and that's 

why.” Under the guidance of Ms. 

Aganga-Williams, Ms. Cherepon, 

and Ms. Hall-D’Accordo, English 

9 students have begun to explore 

themes of friendship in Of Mice and 

Men by John Steinbeck. 

 

Health 
Students in Mr. Moore’s health class 

have completed projects on mental 

illnesses. Their presentations included 

facts on how to diagnose certain ill-

nesses, as well as their causes and 

treatments. Now, students are using 

the latest nutrition research to evalu-

ate their personal diet and exercise 

habits. The students will set and track 
diet and exercise goals to improve 

their health. Their presentations will 

include enlightening conclusions 

about how their discipline impacts 

their overall lifestyles.  

 

 

Music 
On Tuesday October 21st 63 music 

students performed in the courtyard 

for their major assessment of music. 

Students performed a variety of 

songs from Happy Birthday to Old 

McDonald, including some classics 

such as Swan Lake and Ode to Joy. 

 What a performance it was!  

 

 

Social Studies 
George Washington: Good Guy or 

Bad Guy? Mr. Biederman’s AP 

United States History class went 
on a field  trip to George Washing-

ton’s home, Mt. Vernon. The field 

trip was led by former TMA social 

studies instructor Mr. Rohal, who 

led the students on a fantastic tour of 

our first president’s home. The stu-

dents compared Washington’s man-

sion to the living quarters of some of 

his slaves. Throughout the day stu-

dents debated whether Washington 

can still be viewed as a great man, 

even though he did have slaves.  

 

Getting excited about politics! On 

Thursday, October 16th, Ms. Lee 

took some Government students 

to the Ward 8 Mayoral Candidate 

Forum held at Anacostia High School. 

It was an incredible night to see stu-

dents learn first-hand about the elec-

tion process: They walked through 

energetic campaign supporters, en-

gaged with the crowd as candidates 

made their way to the stage, wit-

nessed candidate heckling, and sup-

ported key issues by holding up col-

ored cards. It was a fantastic experi-

ence for everyone!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in Ms. Gamoran’s World 

History class are becoming skilled 

storytellers! As they learn about Afri-

ca in the Middle Ages, they are writ-

ing 8-page story books about the dif-

ferent Kingdoms in Africa during this 

time period. Students are enjoying 

this fun and creative project! 

 

Parental Involvement 

Please note that every 2nd Wednesday of 

the month, we will use a Tuesday Advisory 

schedule to allow for extended department 

meeting time for faculty during the 2014-

2015 school year. Students will be dismissed 

at 2:55pm and all afterschool activities 

(Detention and HW Help) will be cancelled.  

These dates for Semester 1 include:  

11/12 

12/10 

Don’t forget about TMA’s monthly e-

newsletter! To sign up, visit 

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org  



4  FAMILY ADVOCATE 

Programs 

Law Day 
Our first Law Day was October 3rd  

and it was a wonderful success! With 

the help of  lawyers from Foley and 
Lardner, Hogan Lovells, and Latham 

and Watkins, students learned and 

practiced how to prepare for negotia-

tion; argue their position;  

resolve disagreements; exercise criti-

cal thinking skills; express their views 

in an articulate manner; and appreci-

ate, understand, and fairly challenge 

the ideas of others. Each law firm 

chose students to be lawyers of the 

day and best dressed. Lawyers of the 

day are standout students who are 

especially engaged with the lesson of 

the day and do outstanding work.  

 

The Lawyers of the Day  

Daisha Danson, Lauren Kennedy,  

Deonna McKoy, Dayell Preston,  

Destani Nwanze, Daishai Kyle, 

 Jesse Harris, Sadeequa Shahbaaz,  

Ciara Smith, Corinthian Blount,  

Jordan Bryant, Erica Toomer, 

 Tyuana Turner, Justin Shuler,  

Nasheed Smith, Jordan Wood.  

 

Best Dressed 

Marcus Taylor, Jamiah Hall,  

Reggie Martin, Avery White,  

Jordan Tyler, Eddie Gaymon,  

Tiena Frazer-Sinclair, and Jaiden Gal-
loway.  

 

 

 

 

Mentor Day  
The TMA Mentor Program held their 

first meeting on Saturday October 

25th at TMA. The mentors and 

mentees met for the first time and 

enjoyed a day full of games, laughter 

and high energy relay races. The next 

Mentor Day will be on Saturday, No-

vember 15 and pairs will be able to 

choose between a movie date, a trip 

to the museum, a community service 

project, or basketball with Mr. Cor-

coran.  

Green Club 

On September 18th, Green Club 

planted a giant tree in honor of eve-

ryone’s grandmothers. The tree is an 

Eastern Redbud and will be one of 

the first things to bloom in our gar-

den with beautiful vibrant red flowers 

in the spring.  It truly took a team 

effort to get the tree in the 

ground!  Our students encouraged 

one another, problem solved togeth-

er and got the job done.    

 

 

 

 

Wilderness Club 

On October 4th, the Wilderness Club 

hiked the Underground Railroad trail at 

Woodlawn Manor in Sandy Spring, MD. 

Students learned about various techniqes 

that "freedom seekers" used to elude 

trackers, find food, and navigate their 

way North to freedom. 

 

Warrior Debaters 
This month, the Warrior Debaters 

brought four teams to a debate tourna-

ment at Cesar Chavez Parkside Campus 

for the first tournament of the season. 

Out of dozens of both novice and varsity 

debaters, we are proud to bring home 

many awards and start our season very 

strong! This is the first time every single 

student who came to compete was rec-

ognized by either an individual or team 

award! Stay tuned for updates about our 

next tournament, which will take place 

on November 15th.  
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Athletics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** All student ath-

letes are required to 

have a physical exam 

(current within one 

year) before partici-

pating on any athletic 

team. 

 
Questions or Concerns? 

Please contact: 

Michele Thompson 

Athletic Director 

202-210-0845 

mthompson@tmapchs.org 

We had a great fall season! 

Go Warriors!!! 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL… 
Headed to the playoffs the week of October 27th, 

worked hard, and showed valiant effort throughout 

the game!  

CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Fort Dupont, October 29th at 4:30 pm  

 

**Congratulations to Zahir M. Abdul-Hakim who 

placed 5th in the PCSAA Cross Country Champion-

ship meet on 10/28. Zahir competed with hundreds 

of students from   DC charter schools.   His  timing 

earned him a spot on the league All Conference 

team. Great work Zahir!!!!  

SWIM TEAM IS…. 
Preparing for their very first year participating in 

local swim meets! 

IT’S TIME FOR BASKETBALL TRYOUTS!!! 

Varsity & JV Boys: November 1st and 3rd 

 

Varsity Girls: November 3rd and 4th  

*NEW TMA ATHLETICS WEBSITE! 

thurgoodmarshallacademyathletics.org 

Here, you can find sports updates, schedules, an-

nouncements, and other info. 

Check out the website and sign up to receive email 

updates of schedule changes!  
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Important Contact Information 

TMA Main Number: 202-563-6862 

Security: x116 

MPD School Resource Officer (Officer Tracie Cannon): x147 

School Nurse (Ms. Yvonne Akinwumi): x109 

Attendance (Ms. Short): x204 

Dean Johnson (9th grade): x136 

Dean Somerville (10th grade): x161 

Dean Stewart (11th & 12th grades): x121 

Director of Programs (Mr. Corcoran) x183 

Director of Academic Support (Ms. Garcia): x174 

Academic Director (Ms. Williams) x201 

Executive Director (Dr. Pardo) x124 

 

Does TMA have your e-mail address? 

If not, please e-mail Ms. Hutchinson at kporter@tmapchs.org so you 

can be added to our e-mail list and receive important school infor-

mation. In your e-mail, please make sure to include your students’ 

name and grade level.  

Visit our website for upcoming events and information.  

www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org 

Be sure to visit  our homepage to review our updated After School 

Readiness Plan under the Parents Section of the TMA website at: 

 http://www.thurgoodmarshallacademy.org/parents/69/parental-resources  

Staff Development Day– No School   11/3 

Open House                                     11/5 

Law Day                                           11/7 

SAT Test                                          11/8 

Veteran’s Day– School Closed         11/11 

Benchmark Testing                11/13-11/14 

Mentor Day                                    11/15 

College Application Help Night        11/19 

Half Day/ Teacher PD                      11/20 

Thanksgiving– School Closed  11/26-11/28 

Spirit Week                              12/1-12/5 

Homecoming Celebration/Dance       12/5 

Portfolio Presentations           12/17-12/19 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  
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